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This Souvenir Volume

IS DEDICATED

TO

THE MEMORY OF

Late Bishnuram Medhi, Former Chief Minister of Assam & Former
Governor of the Punjab, by whose endeavour the college could be started.
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MESSAGE OF GOODWILL.

Anniversary is a prayer for tommorow. So is a Jubilee for an urge to greater dedication. Success of
.- Institution lies in its outturn and fruitful engagement of its Alumni in the field of activity.

A nation is judged by its progress in all directions. Greater sense of dedication will bring to its credit
—mense pofentialities of fruition and renown.

I wish the Institution a true successin every field of activity. God helps those who help themselves.

sd/
{Amjad Ali),
Advocate,
Lately Member Parliament.

MINISTER OF EDUCATION & CULTURE
GOVERNMET OF INDIA
NEW DELHI-110001.

November 11, 1980

MESSAGE

I am glad to note that the Assam Engineering College, Gauhati, a fore-runner of the degree awarding
engineering institutions in the North-Eastern region of our country has completed 25 vears of its existence.

The college has already made sigoificant contribution to the economic development of the region and I
am sure will continue to do so in even greater measure in the future.

I wish the college all success in its endeavours in the field of technical education.

Sd;
(S. B. Chavan)



VICE PRESIDENT

TRITHY 4
LINAFLA

NEW DELHI

January 30, 198i.

On the occasion of the Silver Jubilee Year of Assam Engineering
College, Gauhati, T send my greetings and best wishes for the
continued success of the College.

Sd/
(M. Hidayatullah)



Vice-Chancellor
Gauhati University
October 31, 1980
No. YCO/80/70

It is gives me great pleasure to learn that the Assam Engineering College is going to celebrate twenty
= years of its existance by orgaunising a re-union of ex-students of the coilege sometime during the month
# December, 1980. During these years the Assam Engineering College has done immense service to the nation

e e B e S S e

seral ARG #orin eastern regiom in particujar by providing a iarge number of technically qualified civil,
siecirical, mechanical and chemical engineers. These engineering graduates have played a vital role in the
===z development projects in the State both in public and private enterprises. Rapid growih of indusiries
@ this region would have been difficult without the contribution of this premier institutuion. The college has
#50 been able to make solid cintribution in the field of post-graduate teaching and research in engineering
sceace.  The engineers coming out of this college have rendered valuable services in the field of power de-

w=lopment, flood control and in development of communication in the north eastern rcgion.

Iam glad to note that the organisers of the Re-union Committee are bringing out a commemorative
Soavenir on the occasion of the Silver Jublee celebration of the college.

I convey my best wishes on this occasion.

Sd
Yours sincerely

(J. M. Choudhury)

<tri U.N. Sharma, IAS (Retd.) Narangi, Gauhati—781020
Chairman Date 15.10.80 -

It is gratifying to note that the Assam Engineering College has completed 25 years of its glorious exis-
sence, imparting degreelevel technical education and producing brilliant Engineers capable of taking up challen-
=ing jobs in defferent fields. As the pioneer technical educationin the entire North-Eastern region, Assam Engi-
seering College deserves all praise for what it has been able to do. I haveno doubt that the College would
carry on producing engineers and technocrats capable of shouldering the onerous responsibilities of developing
the North Eastern region.

I am glad that to commemorate the Silver Jubilee year of the College, ex-students are meeting in a
re-union sometime in December next and efforts are being made to publish a conmemorative Souvenir on the
occasion, The proposed re-union will undoubtedly offer scope to the ex-students to remember pleasant memo-
ries of the college days and help to exchange their experiences in their fields of specialisation. Such mee-
tings allow people to understand other’s problems and achievements better and therefore prove to be educative.
1 wish the occasion all success.

Sd|
Yours sincerely,

(U. N. Sharma)
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CHIEF MINISTER
MIZORAM
BRIG. T. SAILO, AVSM (Retd) AIZAWL
ESSAGE

I am glad to learn that the Assam Engmecrmﬂ College, the fore-runner of de gree Iu’el education in
|

North Eastern Recion has completed 25 vearg of itc avictann,
ihe North Eastern Region nas Comp:eitd &5 Yars i IS exisial

the states of this region in various capacities.
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I would exhort all the ex-students who are holding responsible positions in various Engineering fields to
keep up the noble traditions of the College and thereby setting examples to the students who are now doing
their courses.

Sd
(BRIG. T. SAILO)
Chief Minister
Mizoram

B. B. LYNGDOH
Chief Minister, Meghalaya
MAWLAI MAWDATBAKI
SHILLONG-793008

Phone—(O) 4282
(R) 4571

The 24th October, 1980
MESSAGE

I am gald to learn that the Assam Engineering College is celebrating its silver Jubilee completing 25
years of service to the nation in December this year and that a re-union is being held as part of the -cele-
bration. The Assam Engineering College is a pioneer institution in the field of engineering education in the
North Eastern Region and its graduates have contributed significantly to the economic and technical progress
in this part of the country during the last many years. Our region still requires a large number of engineers
and technicians and the college as well as its alumnae can make even bigger and more contribution in the
years ahead.

I send my greetings to the re-union Committee, 1980 and wish the celebration all seccess.

Sd/- B. B. Lyngdoh



GOTERNMENT OF MANIPUR
IMPHAL.

_HIEF MINISTER
February 2, 1981
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=m giad that the Assam Engineering College has arranged a re-Union of all ex-students during the
== Judilee Year of the College. The Assam Engincering College has been rendering a great service in
%= %o of Engineering Education in the North-East and it is my earnest wish that it contiewns to do the
EfTe the future.
* wish, the re-Union Celebrations all success.

Sd|
(RISHANG KEISHING),
CHIEF MINISTER, MANIPUR.

CHIEF MINISTER
NAGALAND

Kohima,
October 22, 1980*

MESSAGE

I am happy to know that Assam Engineering College, the fore-runner of degree level education in
Ssceecring in the Norith-Eastern Region, has completed 25 years. To commemorate this occasion, ex-students
= College are meeting in a reunion in the month of December, 1980. I hope the Assam Engineering

~wleze will continue to play a significant role in Engineering education. I wish the Reunion function all the
-

Sd
(J. B. Jasokie)
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WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM :

K. T. Ent

Manufacturers’ Representatives

Civil, Electrical and Mechanical Engineering
LAKHTOKIA ROAD, GAUHATI-781001

B. K. Enterprise
Lakhtokia Road, Gauhati-1

Govt. approved Engineer & Contractor for Civil,
Electrical & Mechanical.

M/S SHAHID ALI

Govt. Approved Civil, Electrical & Mechanical

Engineers & Contractors

Lakhtokia Road, Gauhati-781001



With Best Compliments from 3§

Subhash Trading Gorporation

HO. Fancy Bazar Gauhati

Phone : 26770/28081
Geam : SUBH TRADE
Telex : 0235-248

Phone - 63-1065
Gram - Watergate

il
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With best compliments from :

Drotect Your Environment From Dollution.

The problem of water pollution is not new, What is new is its
magnitude.

Polluted water is

Dangerous to Public Health.
Costly liability to the industry.
Injurious to farm land.

Harmful to acquatic life.
Detrimental to recreational use.
Nuisance to aesthetic sense.

22 SR G b

Board for Prevention and Control of water pollution, Assam, Gauhati
requests all individuals, industries, local bodies, other organisation and
institutions concerned to abide by the provisions of the following
acts and rules, violation of which is p unishable under the laws

The water ( Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act 1974.
The water (Prevention and Control of Pollution ), ( Assam) Rules, 1977.
on and Controi of Pollution ), Cess Act, 1877.
The water (Prevention and Control of Pollution), Cess Rules, 1978.
The water (Prevention and Control of Pollution ), Act, 1978.
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AND

to extend the co-operation to the Board in Prevention of the
wholesomeness of the Environment.

To Pollute the Environment-its water course, land and air isa
social crime.
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With Best Compliments from :

M/S GARODIE BROTHERS
M/S B.N. Garodia M/S R.L. Garodia

Government Registered contractors

P.O. JALANNAGAR
Dibrugarh-786003

R i
AN

Telephone No. 454 (Dibrugarh).
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WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM :

SYMBOL OF
& PLANTY & PROSPERITY

E e o b ot b g I W S g *

industa

IImmuuu L

NAMRUP UNIT
First gas based factory of its kind in India
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“The Sandal Tree as it to prove How Sweet to conquer Rate

by love Perfumes the axe that lays it Iow.”

With best compliments from :—

TAGORE

Aluminium Industeies (Assam) Pot. Litd.

Tea Garden Machinary Equipments Manufacturer.

H.O. & Works :
MAKUM ROAD, TINSUKIA
ASSAM

Cable ; MAYA
Cable : 733 & 1139

5‘/

Calcutta Office :

A7 A WITTMATY OTTDET A
43,4 INELAJL SUDILA

Caleutta-700001
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Cable . GROWFAST
Phone : 22-1120/22-1728/23-0350

Vi



The cup of tea which cheers and refreshes you
comes from
ETHELWOLD TEA ESTATE

Manufacturers of :
BEST QUALITY ORTHODOX
AND
CT.C.TEAS

Ethelwold Estate (Pvt) Limited

JALANNAGAR : DIBRUGARH
( Assam)

YRR I IS A 15 M 1 M e M A A 10 0 S 0 e B SRR R R e R R R R R L Ll

With Best Compliments from-

United we stand and Divided we fall.

The adage is Sacrosant and immesurably significant to-day
to us the technocrats who have to architect a new industrial order
in the backward areas of the Country.

Ashok Paper is the fulfilment of that Pledge.

fAshok Paper Mills Limited

Jogighopa ( Assam )
Rameshwarnagar ( Bihar)

3 vii



With Best Compliments from :

Assam Oil Company Limited

DIGBOI, ASSAM.
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With Best Compliments from-

M/s Aiilsaria Imluslries
FANCY BAZAR,

Gauhati ( Assam)
PHONE - 23583

viil



WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM

Nas Engineering

( Engineers, Designers, Contractors )

Offica_-Cilniilhiiri Maiihasl TO:AAA
rvwSonpuni i, Adaundli—so |uua

& ITS
Sister Concern for various steel fabrication
works.
STEEL

ENGINEERING
( Engineers, Designers & Fabricators )
Office-Silpukhuri, Gauhati 781003
Factory-Bamunimaidam, Gauhati-21

Wishing the function a grand Success
J. C. Bose
CONTRACTOR
P.o. Kckrajbar
Dist. Goalpara. (Assam)
Phone : 23.

Offices At

G. N. Bordoloi Road. Ambari
Gauhati-783001

Phone : 28461

Shastri Road

North Bongaigaon

P.o. Bongaigaon ( Assam )
Phone. 80



A Vanaspati Plant is coming into
production at Gauhati—The first of
its kind in the North Eastern Region—
An honest and sincere effort by
STATFED to cater to the needs of
this region.

STATFED

ULUBARI, GAUHATI

++++++HH*++++++++-&'+++-i--i-'%-++++++++++++++++++++++++++ rirrrrre et bbb

With Best Compliments from-

The only approved & Regd. Soap Suppliers to DGS & C

from N. E. Region

NAGALAND

: Soap & Chemical Factory

QUALITY SOAP, CANDLES B PARAFFIN \WAX MANUIPACTURERS
DIMAPUR : NAGALAND



WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FORM -

MZS B K ENGINEEDING
MJ 2 Wa N LINTYHIULLISUTINS

NTERPRISE

A. T. Rd, Gauhat:

= °
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Energy Today
Energy Tomorrow

Oil India Limited

Tapping the wealth of the country for you.



Wath best compliments from :

Good & evil have an equal share in moulding our
character and in, some instances misery is a great
teacher than happinees.

-—Vivekananda

He that would make his own liberty secure must
gaurd his enemy from oppression,

—Thomas paine

The strength of a man’s virtue must not be
measured by his efforts, but by his ordinary life.

Pascal
Hope is itself is a species of happiness, and, perhaps
the chief happiness which the world affords

—S. Johmson

Quotations inserted bya well wisher

.
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With best wishes from :

S mmry Bt om o oate s iy =

Gram : Designer. phone : 47-2922.

Gauhati office: Shillong Office :
H. P. Brahmachari Road. Lachaumiere.
Gauhati-781008. Shillong - 793 001.
Gram s Sthapati. Gram : ‘Nirman
Phone : 23850. phone - 3626.

X1
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est compliments from -
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M/S. SIBA P. DUTT & COMPANY

uvg

/o c/UlEIN I.I' /U U & YUYl ruuu
ENGINEERS & CONTRACTORS
“MOHEDRA KUNJ”
P. O. Mohanaghat, Dibrugarh-786008
Telegram :ASPEEDEE Phone : DIB. 1010

mc'“"m““‘-0'“""""“""“‘-'"
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Wishing the Reunion a Great Success

'y f i.1
Lromplion breaves Lid.

Authorised Dealer
TIRUPATI TRADERS

PANBAZAR, GAUHATI

2
---------------------------------------------------------------------

With Best Compliments from-

-~ T} ol g il
Chowdhury Eiectricais
Electrical Engineers, contractors and suppliers

AMBARI, G. N. B. ROAD. GAUHATI-1

We Deal in
(1) Electrical Instalation—Domestic and
Industrial
(2) Overhead Transmissions
(3) Fabrication and installation of H. T.
& L. T. Control Panel & Substation

All under the Supervision of Qualified

s Electrical i :
i ctrical Engineers
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Present Principal SRI D. GOSWAMI and his wife
SMT. GOSWAMI.



SOUVENIR COMMITTEE

Sitting— Prof. A. K. Padmapati (Member), Prof. U. K. Sarmah

(Chairman) and Prof, D. Das (Member).
Standing— A. N, Mohmmed, M. Choudhery, Bharat Kaman,
Chandan Baruah, Prabir Das and Anjan Sarmah






REMINISCENCE

HARI
PRASAD
BARUAH

Late Hari Prasad Baruah ISE was the first principal

r T By tha mnct wochoriod
of Assam FEngineering College. He was the most respecied

engineer of the time and had several laurels to his credit in
the field of engineering : His floating cage method of con-~
trolling river erosion is well known. His stewardship of vari-
ous developmental activities and advisory bodies had the
wisdom of the time. He was not only the engineer but
a man of literature and a social planner. Here is now
his wife Srimati Priva Bala Baruah writes—

&

7 ST S s

o

Late Hari Prasad Baruah on his
80th birthday with his wife.

Late Hari Prasad Barua, my husband, was born
on the 11th of April. 1889 at Golaghat town. His
father was Kusharam Barua and Kaushalya Baruani
was his mother. During his school days he was
under the guardianship of his elder brother Ghana-
shyam Barua and passed the Entrance Examination
from the Bezbarua High School of Golaghat, and
passed the F. A. from the Cotton College, Gauhati
and thereafter with a Govt. Scholarship he proceeded
to Shivpur Engineering College in Calcutta. In
1915, he passed B.E. from the Calcutta University
and was placed first, He joined as Apprentice Engi-
neer in the PW.D. of the Govt. of Assam in 1010
and worked in different places in various capacities.
Later, he was taken into the Imperial Service of
Engineers when that cadre was created. Late Barua
retired as the Chief Engineer and Secretary of the

P.W.D. of the Govi. of Assam,

In 1920, I was married to Late Hari Prasad
Barua. Chandradhar Rajkhowa was my father.
Poet-Literature Benudhar Rajkhowa was the Youn-
gest brother of my father and Nizara Poet Shaila-
dhar Rajkhowa was my eldest brother. At the time
of my marriage, I was much junior in age, knowledge
or intelligence to Late Barua. But He was ever
ready to teach and help me wherevever required
the need of help, for which I never faced any sort
of difficulty in my conjugal life. This is why, at
this old age, I feel myself Jonely and helpless at his
loss.

My husband, Late Barua was specially interested
in technical education, literature and social service.
Several articles on flood control were published at
different times. Many of his stories were published
In various magazines of Assam. His contribytions
towards Assamese literature was no less—his story
book ‘MOINA’ must have delighted the children
of Assam generation after generation. His ‘MOINA’
is a priceless contribution towards the children litera-
ture of Assam. Besides this, he published another

story-book with only four stories named “Birachatiyar
Desh’.

To simplify the Assamese spelling system, he
simplified the alphabet and with this simplified
Assamese letiers and spelling, he published another
story-book ‘Eka Pakshya’. He also made a type-
writer with this method of simnlified Accarmaca =

.............. A MASMLLAIALIUAL 4 ASIALIILST 'dI-
phabet. This was the first type writer in Assamese
made by Late H. P. Barua.

On the Magh Bihu of 1974 (14th January), at
the age of 85 years, Hari Prasad Barua left this
world at his own residence at Pub-Sarani leaving

behind me and our only daughter, Smti Lawanu
Kakati.



REMINISCENCE

Although I had travelled a great deal all over
India. I did not have any chance of going to Assam,
I, therefore, availed myself of the opportunity of
visiting Assam on receiving a letter from the Assam
Public Service Commission to appear before it for
selection for the post of the Principla of the proposed
Civil Engineering College of Assam.

Prof. N. Dasgupta
Ex. Principal

2

When I landed at Gauhati in August, 1955,
little did I realise that I shall live here for 10 years.
As a martter of fact. I had gone to Gaubati in a
sporting spirit and o know something about Assamese
people, least expeciing 10 be selected by the A.P.S.C.
When the offer of appomument came from the Govern-
ment of Assam, I decided to accept this, although
there was no momenetary gain. I looked upon it as
an oppormumnityef serving inan importantnational
project. I was then serving the Government of West
Bengal, on contract for a term of five years as Asso-
ciate Professor of Ciwil Engineering at the Bengal
Enginecering Cwolge, Sibpur. Permission of West
Bengal Government was therefore, necessary for my
release from the comiract. Assam’s Chief Minister
Shri Bisau ram Medhi had already approached late
Dr. B. C. Roy. Chief Minister of West Bengal and
Dr. Roy had agreed i0 release engineers and doctors
for development projects of Assam.

I was released by the West Bengal Government
on the 3Ist January, 1956 aftermoon, and I took
over charge as Princiapal. Assam Civil Engineering
College, Gauhati (as it was then called) from late
Hari Prasad Bzrua., I.S.E. retired Chief Engineer,
Assam PW.D. on the Ist February, 1956 fortenoon.

The Engineering College was started in the pre-
cincts of the Assam Civil Engincering Institute at
Chandmari, Gauhati with skeleion staff, both teach-
ing and non-teaching. Some lecturers of Cotton
College were workine on part time bais. In the
Civil Engineering Deparimen:.  Prof. Sarat Kumar
Baruah, Asstt. Professor and Shri Sampat Kumaran
and Shri Srmivasan, Lecturers were working.
Both the lecturers resismed scon after my joining
the post, on geiting better offer from elsewhere.
There was no teacher in the Depariment of Mechanical
and Electrical Engineering. Prof. Bishnp Sarma
Asstt. Professor and Shri Rajendra Singh, Lecturer
were teaching Mathematics. After a few months
Rajendra Singh went zbroad for higher studies.
English, Civics, Physcis. zand Chemistry were being
taught by part-time leciurers from Cotion College,
Gauhati. In Workshop there were only itwo Instru-
ctors, namely Shri Bapuram Saikia and Shri Ram
Chandra Bhuyan who were givmg instructions in
Carpentry and Smithy respectively. An inexperienced

PR, W N s L alinem T Sasenrd T wsrnc lafs
AU ASdIStant it Eot R T S ) e ] i JUIILCU. i ¥veald avgiL

with two office staff, namely Shri Naba Kumar
Sharma, Lower Division Assistant who could type
and a typist who could not type. There were no
Administrative Officer, Accountant or Head Assi-
stant for running the office. The teaching was
unsatisfactory for shoriage of staff and there was
growing discontent amongst the siudents. My heart
sank and once I thought of resigning. While the staff
position of the College was so bad, I was hamessed
with additional duties as the Principal of the Assam
Civil Engineering Institute under orders of the Chief
Minister Shri Bishnuram Medhi. When late Hari




Prasad Barua, from whom I took over charge, heard
about it, he remarked, “The College, the Institute
and Das Gupta -all three will go down”. I replied
“Das Gupta may go down but the College and the
Institute will survive.” What I said became true,
the College grew to the full status with three more

artments. namely, Mechanical, Electrical and
Chemical Engincering. Highly qualified teachers
who were sent abroad for higher studies are now
teaching at this Premier Engineering college of
Assam. Twelve laboratories and seven workshops
were developed, Several Hostel Buildings and staff
quarter were built. The college has its own hospital
under an Assistant Surgeon Grade I. Electric supply,
telephone, Post office, Bus service, etc. have been
arranged. Five girl students were admitted afier
usual admissien test during my time. A girls’ hestel
in charge of a Hostel Superintendent, a matron and
chowkidars and maid servants started functioning.
The College Guest House was enlarged and improved,
_-\d.}qua;e funds were arranged for games, Sports,
gymnasium, magazine, debates. An Adult Edu-
cation project was started and batch of about 40
grade IV servants were educated.

In December, 1957, annual session of the Indian
Natonal Congress was held within the Gauhati
University Campus. At the request of Shri Bishnu
szam Medhi, Chief Minister of Assam, T vacated my
guariers for Late Jawaharlal Nehru, Prime Minister
of India and his daughter Smt. Indira Gandhi. At
my request Prime Minister performed the formal
ocpening ceremony of the Assam Engineering College,
Gaubati (renamed after introduction Degree courses in
Mechanical and in Electrical Engineering in 1957)
s= the 16th January, 1958.

During the Chinese aggression, all College
smcents volunteered for full military training under
C=pt. Mongia, Officer Commanding, Ist Assam
fegiment N.C.C.  One 100 meter vifle range
w=s made and every student cadet fired at least 10
#=ots with 303 service rifles. For shooting practice
29000 rounds of bullets were procured. All student
ek up this military training very seriously and
s=ihusiastically. One platoon of home guatds. was
T2ised from class ITT and class IV servanis of the
teiwge and the Ayuivedic College. For want of
afecmate equipment, the one batch of siudents had

to be taken to Bengal Engineering College, Sibpur,
for Workshop practice. Another batch of students
was taken to Birla Institute of Technology Ranchi
for practical work in Electrical Measurements Labora-
tory.

Inspite of shortage of teachers and other handi-
caps, the performance of the first batch of students
in Civil Engineering was remarkably good. 859%
students passed at the B. E. Final examination held
by the Gauhati University in 1960 and seven students
were placed in  First Class (66.7% marks).
Shri- Bishnuram = Medh; “the former Chief Minisier
of Assam, by whose endeavour the Engineering
college was started, was highly pleased with the
results and congratulated the staff and students of
the College in a letter addressed to me, adding “God
will biess you for what you have done for Assam in
its development.” This indeed is the most coveted
ceward and I thanked Govt. for fulfilling my heart’s
desire >f establishing a first rate Engineering College.

I shall conclude this reminiscence by referring
to the touching farewell given by my students. They
had said in the Farewell Address “You were the
custodian of discipline at this College, but your heart
always ruled above your head, and we considered
you as our beloved father.” It was very true. I
loved my students and could not but shed tears
when a girl student Miss Reeta Dutta daughter
of late Phani Dutta, Registrar the first girl student
of the College was handing over a gift to me.

I had once written to Late Bimala Prasad
Chaliha (who was clected Chicf Minister of Assam
for three consecutive terms) that I had spent 10
best years of my life in Assam. Wherever 1 stay,
I belong to Assam. Late Chaliha was the most
unforgetable character I ever met. Last time I saw
him was at Ranchi, when he came with Shri Prafulla
Sen, Chief Minister of West Bengal, for East Zonal
Council Meeting. We had the pleasure of his
company at tea in my humble Twin Cottage-South.
May his soul rest in peace :

(N. Dasgupta) 25/12/80



Late Indra Nath Hazarika was instrumental in development
of technical education in Assam. his wife
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Srimati Suala Hazarika realls the lime.
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Late Indra Nath Hazarika
Ex-DTE
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I have been approached by the Re-union
Committee, Assam Engineering College for writing a
few lines in the form of reminiscenes regarding my
husband Late I.N. Hazarika’s association with the
development of Technical Education in Assam. I
felt deeply moved at this request and I have tried,
inadequently perhaps, to pen down some of my

thoughts in this context.
My hushand Late Indra Nath Hazarika, the

first Director of Technical Education, Assam was
a dreamer, not in the poetic sense of the term, but a
practical dreamer who would put his whole heart
and effort in implementing it.

In 1946, he joined Government of Assam as
Principal of P. O.W. Technical School at Jorhat,
after resigning from the Assam Oil Company. We
found ourselves in a schoool with delapidated build-
ings, inadequate training facilities and limited number
of students. In the process of developing and up-
grading this school. my husband realised the mced
for expansion of technical education in Assam
to provide our boys with various types of technical
training at all levels. With this in view, he dreamt
of having one Industrial Training School at each
Sub-Division, one Poly-technic in each District Head-
quarter, and atleast two Engineering Colleges, - one
at Gauhati and another at Jorhat. He planned,
prepared schemes, contacted persons at all levels of
administration at the Cenire and the State including
persons of eminence in the field of Technical Edu-
cation like Dr. Triguna Sen and others who were
pcrsuaded to lend their support to him. He used
to express that “Better to have unemployed youths
with practical education rather than with general
education. At least, it would give them confidence
to start something.”

My husband joined as Deputy Director of
Technical Education in the Directorate of Education
in 1956 and became the first Director when the
Department was established in 1957. He presented
scheme after scheme in the meetings of the Council
for Technical Education and persuaded teams of
experts to visit Assam. The usual first objection
raised by these experts -“where would these boys
be employed ?” The need for engineers in Assam
then was so little that they pointed out that
without causing any financial burden, the scats
in the colleges in other States, could easily
be increased to have our boys trained. The mild
mannered but dogmatic Director of Technical Edu-
cation of this fledgling organisation convinced the
experts that our boys with aptitude for technica]
education must get opportunities to get their training
in a college in their own State, If the time came
when these boys could no longer be absorbed in our
own State, then they would have to learn to go to
other States for employment by using their acquired
knowledge in the manner as boys from other States



come to Assam. Thus started the process of build-
ing a foundation for providing technical education in
Assam. During the tenure of six years as the head
of the Technical Educaiion in Assam, my husband
was intimately connected with expansion & esta-
blishment of :

Institute of Engineering and Technology.

Assam Engineering Institute at Gauahati,

The Assam Engineering College at Jalukbari.
Jorhat Engineering College.

. Industrial Training Schools at Jorhat, Nowgong,
Gauhati, Srikona (Silchar),
. Shillong Poly-Technic (New Meghalaya)
. Silchar Poly-Technic (Meharpur)

e by bole
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To set up and establish these institutions involved
detailed planning, selection of sites, acquiring the
land, obtaining various financial sanctions from
Centre and State, recruitment of Meritorious young
men as faculty members, and preparation of various
ancillary projects connected with these institutions
and implementing them, In the matter of site selec-
tion, he always insisted in acquiring enough land
not only for the educational buildings but also spaci-
ous hostels and play grounds. To any objection
raised in this matter, he would simply say “Where
would my boys would go to have recreation ?”
Welfare of the students was the prime consideration
of Shri Hazarika ; proper teachers to train them,
proper laboratories for their praclical knowledge,
proper campus facilities for their all round growth
were factors that guided him in this planning and
implementing the schemes for Technical Education.

My husband had a great capacity to establish
person  to person rapport. So he could get
things done at various levels of administration at
the Centre and the State. He could, with his own
confidence of conviction, persuade our bright young
boys to join Technica]l Education by offering them
scope for higher training in India and outside. He
worked with the single minded determination for the
welfare of the staff and students of the Technical
Institutions, sometimes even incurring displeasure
of the high-ups in the administration.

=
(4]

T and the sindents used to come
to him with their problems and difficulties and like
an elder brother he guided them with great com-
passion and deep understanding. But he never
spared those whom he found to be indifferent to the
welfare and studies of the students.

The young stafl’ anc

He also wanted to raise the present Engincering
College at Jhalukbari to the status of a Regional
College of Engineering and establish another College
of Engineering at Silchar. All his sincere efforts
were cut short by circumstances. If time is the best
judge of events and achievements then the achieve-
ments of Late Indra Nath Hazarika have definttely
passed the test of time. Subsequent events of time
have proved beyond any shadow of doubt hic pro-
bity, integrity, dedication and determination in creat-
ing the maximum possible facilities for technical
education of all types for the younger boys and girls
of the then undivided Assam, and to encourage those
with ability and intellectual capacity to avail various
opportunities for better and higher experience and
education,



MR. C. K. BARUAH
Deputy G. M. O.N.G.C.
¥ Sibsagar.

REMINISCENCE

Though, a long period of almost twenty years have
passed by, my association with the activities of the Assam
Engineering College has always remained as fresh and plea-
sant experience withme. During my service with the College,
I got the rare opportunity of meeting and knowing closely
quite a number of bright and experienced colleagues in the
profession from different paris of the country. The associa-
tion with the young students, who were always full with zeal
to learn and develop, made everlasting deep impression in
my mind. It is always a pleasure to meet them now in
different places engaged in service of the profession.

Apart from the pleasant memories of the Workshop,
Laboratories and  Class-roloms, one cannot forget the mea-
ningful and lively discussions that had taken place often in
the Common-room of the teachers ; the colourful social func-
tions held occasionally in the Auditorium of the college ; the
get togethers in the different hostels and the nice evenings in

the Club. I wisk, I were always there in that peaceful cam-

pus of the Assam Engineering College at Jalukbari.

Ll it

S$d/ C. K. Baruah



We shine in field and laboratory.
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We shine in field and laboratory.
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Tenzing Norkay visited our college in 1969 4. Principal Das* Gupta batiing.

Principal N. Das Gupta joins our College in 1956. 5. Studenis demonstration in 1975

Cricket Captain Pranab Sarma with National foot-ball player & our captain §. Excursion party at Namrup in 1969

Raghu Nandan Roy in 1961
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1. Finance Minister F.A. Ahmed inspecting the guard of honour of our Cadets
in 1962

2. Sri B.R. Medhi, Governor of Madras with Principal and Senior professors
in 1959-60.

3. Principal Hari, Prasad Baruah addressing a meeting.
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REMINISCENCE

“I Served Assam Engg. College for two years
i957-59, I stili carry fond memories of your lovely
compus at Jalukbari, and look forward to visit it
some time in the future,”

Dr. K. C. Asthana,
Prof. Al-fatah
Univ. Tripoli.

REMINISCENCE - ;

Dr. S. D. Gogoi, who served as Principal Assam
Engincering College for ten years (1966-74) is now
Vice-Chancellor of Dibrugarh University. He was
a very capable teacher in the department of eivil
engineering. He mnow recails his associaiion wiih

the College as :(—

DR. S. D. GOGOI

“As I am sojortning in the diffierent assign-
ments, I carry the fond memories of my association
with Assam Engineering College to which I was
drawn almost by destiny.”



REMINISCENCE

Mr. Biraj Mohan Chakravarty,
Retired, Chief Engineer, PWD.
Govt. of Assam.

About the idea of starting an Engg. College,
I should say that a Miraculous, sudden and very
memorable decision of the Govt. of Assam was taken
not a day earlier than necessary for the benifit of
Assam.

A telephone message, from a very high govern-
mental level just after the budget session of 1954,
was communicated to me to represent the PWD
in a conference on the following moming. This was
largely attended by ministers —Late Matiram Bora,
finance, Late Omia Kr. Das, education, Late Sidhi-
nath Sarma, Public works and R1_1_pnarh Brahma
medical and my local district staff. In the fon-
ference, discussions were held for making prepasation
for establishing an Engineering College at Gauhau.
In this meeting, it was intimated by the ministers,
more particularly the Finance and P. W. D. ministers,
to put forward any requirement to make arrange-
ments to have the engineering College established
temporarily in the Gauhati Engineering Institute
campus at Chandmari within Six months and shifting
the same within preferably ome year. The urgency
was expressed by the Finance minister as PW D
could not utilise their plan allotment due to accute
shortage of qualified engineers since a pretty long
time, Simultaneously, the minister asked me 1o visit
Six or Seven Engincering Colleges of India and give
recommendation about the suitability of a new
College in Assam combining the model layout etc
of one or more colleges after the visit.  Also, I
was asked privately to contact suitable stafl of those
Colleges if any of them were willing to join in the
proposed Engineering College in Assam,

Six premier institutions of then India (Bengal
Engineering College, IIT, Kharagpur ; Patna
Engineering College, Benaras Engineering College,
Engineering College, Roorkee, Punjab Engg. College,
Chandigarh) were visited by me and Mr. S. M.
Dutta, Executive Engineer, Gauhati Division. It
was found that the Chandigarh Engineering College
was most suitable to our requirement as the same
was established recently. In other places, either the
Subjects taught i.c. departments were very many
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sequently to the original conception due to perinial
expansion of departments 1o accomodate Jarger

enrollment and subjects.

As the temporary college was to be stated in
six months time, it was thought that some of the
present structures of the Engineering Institute, Gauhati
should be remodelled to accomodate this college,
temporarily and ultimately the Engineering Instiute
would be able to put these to use when expansion
could be necessary. Two new hostles, to accomodate
two batches of Engineering College Students, were
constructed by the side of the existing hostels of the
Engineering Institute, almost in the same model,
ultimately to be transferred to satisfy the expansion
need of the institute, Simultaneously, quarters for



stafl were also constructed ultimately to be handed
over to the Engineering Institute.

Some difficulty had to be encountered due to
water logging in the sites, but this was solved without
much difficulty. Water supply, however, posed a
serious problem innitially. Tube wells were not very
successful, ring wells also did not yield enough water ;
lastly, one stream from the nearby hills was tapped
with sufficient discharge to meet the need of both
the College and Institute.

dd that
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Regarding the tion of site
a few sites were seen arround Gauhati for accomodat-
ing the Engg. College, the college of P hysical Institute,
and Ayurvedic College in the same area. Incidently,
some sites were also seen for a medical college and
Veterinary College. The then Chief minister of Assam.
Late B. R. Medhi, finalised this college site with the
district administrative stafl and other departments
concerned. No other better site was posible at that
time, as the Engg. College campus needs a vast area
and its nearness to other important institutions,
preferably the Gauhati University, having good com-
municaticn and other facilities, would be advantage-
ous even now and finally to grow harmoniously into
a education Centre. Morcover, an Engg. College
Campus should provide for nearby spots having un-
dulating lands with streams, ponds, hills etc. for good
survey work and other educational purpose. In-
cidently, Govt. could make special transport arrange-
ment for Engg Staff and students, just like that for

calan
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the University, at concesstional rate. This appears
to be special facility to over the inconvenience be-
cause of the distance from metropolitan area.

Planning was done mostly by the then Govt.
architect, Sri H. K. Mewada, with due consideration
for the location of different establishments in suitable
areas, The construction of the campus was done
sobly by the state PW D, in the institute as well
as in the new college site. Help for quick cons-
truction of the campus (at both the places) was
received from mostly local medium type contractors
who devotedly completed their assignments in time
and to the satisfaction of the authority. The con-
struction of the main building was entrusted to one

—~

big contractor, Messers Gannon Dunkerly & Co.

It is very difficult to say, now, whether the
college could have been letter located.  Eviction of
permanent occupants of the land for Jocating the
Campus and the proper drainage system could be
of bigger problem in soure other sites. These diffi-
culties were not cxperienced in this site. Even the
premier Bengal Engg college, Sibpur, had been
located for way from proper Calcutta without having
proper communication till recently. As such the
inconvenience of location felt initially is always there.

The College thus established has now blossomed
into a faller institution to serve the country especially
the whole of north Eastern Region.

Mr. Chakravorty retired as chief Engineer PWD. and he was entrusted with almost the whole responsibility
for the setting upof this college. At that time he was working in the capacity of Superintendent Engineer,
PWD. Gauhati. He took active interest from the very begining. He visited six premier Engineering Ins-
titution of India in the year 1954 to select a model for the College. He was instrumental for the selection

of site & layout, and for the execution of the

construction work of the

whole campus.



My Reminiscence
of Assam
Engineering
College

G. N. BARPUJARI
M. Sc.(Cal), M.S. (Illinois)
Retired Assistant Professor,
Assam Engineering College
Jalukbari, Gauhati.
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On being approached by my student Sriman
Uma Kanta Sarma, Chairman of the Souvenir Com-
mittee to write about my reminiscence of Assam
Engineering College, many things came to my mind
as I witnessed the growth of this premier Engineer-
ing College of Assam from almost nil to it present
stature. As it is not possible to incorporate all, in
this brief review, I give below some salient features
which struck me most.

I took my M.S. degree from the University of
Calcutta in 1939 standing second in First class and
securing University Silver Medal and prises. In
those days service in a Govt. College was very
attractive and as such I joined cotton college as a
Lecturer in chemistry, Then 1 proceeded to U.S.A.
for higher studies in 1948. I took my M. S. in
Ceramics wiih  Analyiical Chemistry as a subsidiary
subject from the University of Illinois. On retwn
overseas, 1 joined Cotton College again.

In 1955-56 session, students were admitted into
the Ist year Civil Engineering Course of Assam
Civil Engineering College (so named initially) and
classes were held in the Assam Civil Engineering
Institute building with Sri H. P. Barooah I.8.E. as
special officer cum Principal. No teachers were
recruited and teachers from cotton college were
appointed as Part-time Lecturers for basic Science
subjects and some Assistant  Engineers  from
PWD as Drawing teachers. I joined as Part-time
Lecturer on 3.11.55 and subsequently as assistant
Professor of Engineering Chemistry from 24.1.56
and continued in that capacity till my retirement
from service on 1.2.70 from Assam Engineering

College.

At that time, only one copy of ‘Chemistry for
Engincering Materials” was in the College Library
which consisted of two small locker-almirahs capable
of holding not more than 200 books together. Prin-
cipal Barooah instructed me (o give typed synopsis
of my lectures for the benefit of the students as they

had mo books. The synopsises were found to be
1 and that practice continued till new

vervy usefu! and that practice O

Integrated course came into force from 1963.

Initially there were no workshop. To keep the
students engaged and physically fit, Principal Barooah
wsed to take them to the field and caused them 1o
hammar on tree-trunks or felled trees till they govt
tired. This was workshop class then. In the class
we had to make things understandable by self drawn
sketched, drawn hours before actual class began as
charts and other lecture-aids were totally absent.

Towards the middle of 1956, Sri N. N. Das
Gupta took over as Principal of the college and since
then things began to improve and take shape. On
5.11.56, 1 took charge of the Hostel then situated
in the Chandmari old University Colony which was



shifted to Jalukbari along with the shifting of the
college. I was Hostel Superintendent for more than
11 years. The students were like our boys and we
treated them as such. I liked them all the move
when they complained that cooking was not up-to-
the mark and brought cooked specimen to my quarter
(carried of course by menials) to bring it to my
notice. I smiled at their child-like behaviour and
promised improvements to follow.

Initially when we shifted to Jalukbari campus
in May, 1957, it was no electricity there. When
electricity - was first supplied from the dyanomo
installed there in, a week later, there was great re-
Jjoining from every quarter especially from the students
who greeted it by heating of drums and making all
sort of musical moises.

Except myself and Principal Das Gupta, all staff
members who joined the college were very young.,
some of them my old swudents of Cotton College.
We were shown special respects by students as well
as by staff members. Each year there used to be
a festival Cricket Match on the College Foundation
Day between staff eleven and Union Secretary’s

REMINISCENCE

eleven. In those matches invariably Principal Das
Gupta and myself used to open our innings. Some-
times when we were actually out, umpires used to
announce ‘no hall’ to give us ‘life’ to the great
amusement of the audience. Those were very me-
morable days indeed.

Ex-students and Ex-teachers meet gives oppor-
tunities for exchange of ideas pertaining (o actual
field work and as such it would help these in the
college to brow-bare their ideas and thoughts. From
their practical knowledge, they can suggest improve-
ments in various fleld of college activities,

‘The training and knowledge the students acquire
in the college is only a guide to their future career.
They arc to apply them to the best of their ability
in their pursuit and improve upon them by being
in contact with up-to-date development in their
respective fields by reading technical literature etc.

I wish all round progress of this college and I
hope that it will produce many more Engineers of
all India repute.

Prof. B. D. Sarma,
E;;}- D P I,
Gdvt, of Assam.

I find from the note of Sri U.K. Sarma, Chair-
man, Souvenir Committee, dated 25th Feb, 1981
that he wants me to write a few lines regarding my
associations with the Engineering College. 1 joined
the Assam Engineering College as Asstt. Professor
of Mathematics on 20.1.56 and left it on 17.10.63.
In 1956, when I joined the College, there were only
72 students and all of them were in the Civil En-

gineering Section.

In fact, the institution itself was

named then as Assam Civil Engineering  College. :
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students of the college, were bright young people
and some of the were already known to me as

had met them as

students in their I. Se. & B. Se.

classes in the Cotion College, Gauhati. The College
owes much to this group of students for its on-
ward progress and development.

I look’ back with happiness to the time I spent
with the students of the Engineering College from

1956 to 1963.

~ Best wishes to you all.

‘11



REMINISCENCE
FROM:

Kamaleswar Barua, B.E., M.C.P. (Calif.) U.S.A.
India)
Reiired Chief Engineer and Secretary, PWD
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The facilities tor techmical education in Assam
in pre-independence days were negligible. There
were the Prince of Wales Technical Institute at
Jorhat established by funds donated by Late Bhola
Nath Barooah and the sylhet Technical Institute
(now in Bangladesh). These two institutes imparted
instructions for diploma courses only. There was
then no facility for degiec courses in technical edu-
cation in the state, The Government of Assam in
those days awarded two scholarships each year,
one for Assam Valley and the other for Surma
Valley students and deputed to study Civil Engi-
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neering deg
Sibpur. Very few of the students deputed from
Assam came out successful from this College. So the
out-turn of engineers then from this college was very
few. A few boys from Assam then went to Benares
Hindu University which then imparted degree courses
in Mechanical Engineering only.

The scope of employment then for engineering
graduates was also meagre. In Assam, for civil
engineer--graduates there was practically one avenue
of employment—the Assam Public Work Depariment
which had a very small cadre upto late 1930 s.
There were Seven P.W.D. divisions with one Chief
Engineer, one Superintending Engineer, one Under
Secretary and seven Executive engineers and seventeen
Assistant engineers. To fill up the posts of the higher
cadres, recruitment was made in U. K. except a
very few recruited in India, The few young men
who graduated from Bengal Engineering College,
Sibpur, even could not get absored in the Public
Works Department of Assam. The supply of engi-
neering graduates was more than the demand in the
state.

During the Second World War and in the post
war period there was considerable expansion in the
Public Works Department of Assam when not
only local unemployed engineering graduates were
absorbed bur also many from other states of India
had to be taken in to mee: the demand of engineers
in  Assam.

After independence many development works
were taken up by the Government under successive
Five Year Plans. Scarcity of engineers then become
acute. To meet this demand the Assam Engineering
College Gauhati, the first engineering college in Assam
was started in 1935 at the premises of Assam Civil
Engincering Institute, Gauhati with an intake of
72 students. Subsequently the college was shifted
to the present campus in 1958, situated ina pictureou-
sque and idyllic surrounding having lake, hills

and dales around.

Now the college has developed into a premier
college of technical education imparting instructions
in not only civil engineering but also Mechanical,
electrical and Chemical engineering having in its
roll at present about 850 students. During these



years the college has turned out successive batches
of successful graduates, who are not only employed
in Assam in various Government and semi Govern-
ment Departments etc. like P.W.D. Roads, P.W.D.
Buildings, Brahmaputra Flood Control Board, Iiri-
gation, Public Health Engineering, Assam Govemment
construction Corporation, Inspectorates of Factory
and Boiler, Insitutes of Technical Education etc.
but occupying distinguished positions in foreign coun-
tries including U. K., U.S.A. and Gulf countries.
This premier institure of technical education has the
pride of place amongst the other similar institutes
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college and cherish high hopes that it will grow
further and impart technical education in post gra-

duate courses in all brances of engineering and may
eventually be a full fledged engineering university
to serve this North Easternm Region.

I want to humbly state that I feel proud of the
college having myself being associated in various
capacitiesfrom its inception, in construction programme
and various other activities. I am confident that the
college has a brillient future and will turn our
brilliant engineers who will contribute significantly
in the engineering works for growth and develop-
ment in this country and outside India. I congrat-
ulate the members of the faculty, students of past
and present for their contribution in the growth
and development of the college to this stature.

13
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By Dr. P. K. Bora,
Prof. of Civil Engincering
Jorhat Engincering College.
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The occasion of Silver Jubilee of Assam Ingi--
neering College has brought back to my mind
nostalgic memories——memories that very few indivi-
duals are privileged to have. The story began in
1955 when the Assam Engineering College - the first
ever engineering college of the state started fumc-
tioning at Chandmari at the Assam Engineering
Institute campus. It started with a single teacher (the
founder Principal Late H. P. Barua) one office assistant
and one bearer, On the equipment side there was only
one implement—a ten pound hammer with which we
daily pounded a fallen tree trunk (the beginning of
workshop practice) at the bidding of the Principal.
Somc of the initial classes were stuffed with old news
papers (the grammatical mistakes of which we were
asked to correct)

There was great jubilation all around when a
few technical teachers joined the college, services
of a few mon-technical teachers being obtained on
temporary basis from Cotton College. Men and
material came in a ftrickle. Class routines started
spanning full days and classes acquired a measure
of respectability. Survey practicals were held on
what is presently known as the Zoo Road (such
was the state of wildermess) with many among us
idly speculating about the worthwhileness of buying
a plot there with scholarship money !

Nostalgia deepend as we now resurrect other
land marks and frontiers within which we operated.
The long distance race of the College annual sports
(in which practically everybody ran) was held
between Chandmari level crossing site to Gauhati
Club (such was the state of maffic) with many among
us finishing the last lap on rickshaws ! Chandmari
being the last stop for city buses very few ventured
beyond it !

In the cveings under the flicker of kerosene
Lamps we endlessly pondered cur future -shall we
get degrees or diplomas. will the University grant
affiliation to the College etc. etc. And with the first
year lasting for two years our cencern yielded place
to despair. But at Jast the examinations did come
and these were held at Cotion College (for a change
of scenery) !

Prior to this, however. one little event left an
indelible mark in our memory. One fine day we
were taken to an out-of-the-way place about ten
miles from Chandmari. There, in an area-cleared
of jungle and bushes, was laid down a huge chalk
line within the confines of which we were enter-
tained with cups of tea. That place was Jalukabri,
that chalk outline conformed to the walls of the
present main building of the College and that day
practically marked the beginning of constructicn of
the College !

The second accademic year (our third year)
started at Jalukbari which was all mud and wilder-



ness, The only way of going to town was walking
to University wherefrom we availed of the bus service.
The only source of illumination -was a generator
which was shut down punctually at 10 P.M. with
all of wus hurrying to our beds amidst the
suddenly enveloping darkness. The only tea shop
was a thatched house which stood out proudly
amidst slushy mud (some cynics called it ‘Hotel de
Iau as the thatched roof was dotied with Lotile
gourds) !

And then on a memorable day we were pre-
sented with a beautiful speclacle - a siate Transport
bus making its round for the first time in our campus !
Of all the attractive limousines we have seen in our
life time it was the most beautiful to Jook at = (well,
it was our achievement, you sce)

There were no laboratories yet, that we lost one
vear was bad enough and we were in no mood to
lose another. There came a solution. The whole
batch of seventy twoe Students was transported to
Calcutta ! We went through an intensive laboratory
course in heat power and eclectrical technology at
the Bengal Engineering College, Sibpur (excellent
example of inter-state co operaticn.)

The second year examinations came as sche-
duled. This time these were held at the Ar(s Build-
ing of the Gauhati University amidst the din and
bustle of the  Pragjyotishpur Congress Session which
we pretended not to see !  With no previous
question to consult and with many courses remain-
ing incomplete terrible massacres were in store for
us. The long walks back to the A.E.C. hostels
were a terror. As we compared notes on our way
back from the examination hall our mistakes kept

Some of us turned a deaf car to

on multiplying !
work. The

the surrounding discussions, It did'nt
walk was too long !

Time flise and our batch (or what remained of
it) limped along, third year rolled by, so did the
examinations (which were mercifully Leld this time
on home ground). By the end of the tunnel
was in sight. The pressure eased on us. Thefourth
year (our fifth year in the College) exeminaticen (co
came and went. By the time the rigours of
the last examination schedule was over we realised
that we have made it, In course of time we have
graduated and in the process the Siae of Assam
has produced the first batch of engircers!

I left the College vowing never to study again
and never to leave P.W.D. which was beckoning us
all the time. And yet before the year was out I
was back at the College (thistime as a teacher) and
remained stuck to it through thick and thin eveyr
since (except for my present spell of scrvice at the
Jorhat Engincering College).

As parents watch their children grow from
infancy with their natural weaknesses and defects
and love them all the more for it, so have we wat-
ched this College grow from its incredible infancy,
with warts and all, and love it all the more dearly
for it. May our beloved College continue o grow
and prosper; may it become an mnstitution in which
generations to come would be proud o have their
children educated. And lastly, may God- give -us
(the old guards) strength enough io see at least
another of its Jubilees. The College was laid on us

and its jubilees would continuc 10 punciuate our
Liwes. ' : ' g '
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REMINISCENCE
FROM:

Sri Ram Chandra Bhuyan, :
Sr. Instructor, Assam Engineering College.

As per personal request of Prof U, K. Sarma,
I am very happy to.recall a few memories of the
Assam Engineering College (the then Assam Civil
Engineering  College).

This College was born in Ist June 1955. At
first, classes were held at A. E.I., Chandmari, There,
one building (for office and class work), one thatched
house (for hostel) and one workshop buililding, were
provided for the college, No electric supply was
provided to the institute. In the same year, the
Gauhati University was shifted from Chandmari
to Jalukbari (to its present site) and the vacated
hostels and quarters were alloted to this college.

First batch were admitted with 72 students ; Sri
H. P. Baruah, retired Chief Engineer, P.W.D., Assam,

s appointe In 1956, Sri
N. Das Gupta joined as mext principal. At that
time, Dr. S. K. Baruah (afterwards he became DTE)
was the only other teachnica] teacher. In other
non-technical department , Prof. R. P. Patra (now
Asstt. Professor in Chemicai Engineering) Prof. G. N.
Barpujari (vetired in 1970), Prof. S. K. De Purkaya-
stha (the present Principal, R E C, Silchar) and
Prof. B. D. Sarma (afterward, became D P I, Assam),
were there. Sri Bapuram Saikia was appointed as
the first Instructor of Carpentry Shop in 1955.
He has lot of contribution to the college garden
at the present site. Sri Upen Patowary was appoin-
ted as part time Instructor in the Blacksmith shop.
Then Sri Haren Das came in his place. After a
couple of months, Sri Das left for higher training
and I joined as a part time Instructor in this post

was appointed as the first principal.
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on lst June 1956. In those, days there was a prescribed
dress for work-shop classes with Khaki trouser half-
(sorts) white half-shirt, Socks & Shoe. In this
regard, we found the students were active, caborions,
sincere and they maintained disciplined. Sri Ramen Deka
was the first General Secretary of the students Union.

On 25th January 1956, late B. R. Medhi, the
then Chief Minister of Assam laid the foundation
stone at Jalukbari, and the college was shifted to
its new home at Jalukbari on Ist June 1957. There
was no bus communication to this place upto the
last part of December 1957. At the time of shifiing,

A, e | - o e
we had to face lot of difficulties.

Very olien, we
had to forgo our meals at day time. Classes were
started in the month of August 1957 at this new
building. On 16th January 1958, College was opened
by late Jawaharlal Nehru. Sweets were served
from the college canteen at the opening ceremony,

as the sweets from Gauhati did not reach in time.

Prof. D. Goswami (Present Principal of the
College) was the first person be in-charge of the
workshop in addition to his own duties. Though
I was an Instructor of Blacksmith Shop, 1 had to
work at all laboratories and at the water supply
too. The Cockran boiler was installed by a con-
tractor and all the accessories of the boiler were
fitted by myself and Sri Hari Singh, Plumber of
this College. Since 1959, Laboratory and Work-
shop classes were held in the college ; before that,
the students were sent to B. E. College, Sibpur,
Sometime in 1959, Sri C. K. Baruah (Present Deputy
General Manager, Eastern Region. ONGC) had
joined as the first workshop Superintendent. Students
used to take keep interest in workshop classes. Sri
D. Baruah (Presently Supdi. Engineerwg A.S E.B.)
and Sri M. N. Dutta (Present head of the dept. of
Mechanical Engineering at Nowgong Polytechnic)
made two serviceable serew jaoks at the College
Work-shop. Sri M. N. Dutta and Sri Nasim Ahmed
(at Present working in Assam Road Transport Cor-
poration as Supdt. Engineer) made one beautiful
working model of a boiler and a Steam engine,
which were exhibited at a Science exhibition organi-
sed by the Assam Science Society & they were
awarded the Ist Prize.

{959 onwards, the college had giorious
days in games and Sports. Capt. Bhowmik, the then
N. C. C. Officer & Principal N. Das Gupta were
their main source of inspiration. Students bagged
may prizes and honour in inter college meet. The
All India Technical Education Principals’ Conference
was held in the college some.ime in 1960, T was in-

charge ot the transpoii.

The relation between the students and stafl
were very cordial and friendly. We liked it very
much and we feel happy to remember those days.
It is my earnest desire to see that the past story
and dignity of this college is maintained.
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Prime Minister Nehru delivering speeches in the opening ceremony of our 4. Celebration of holy by professors and sfudents

College on 16th January 1958,
5. N.C.C. Cadet’s shooting practice

Ball fight in the Dipar Bil.
6. Prof. AK. Padmapati with some volunteers in an IN.S.S. camp.

Dr. H.J. Taylor V. C. of G.U. being introduced to the college Tennis

players by Principal N. Das Gupta in 1964 7. Our students welcome the J.E.C. students.
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Abul Hassan S. Mohammed,
AECIAN (1966)

I had a great interest in outdoor games
specially for foot-ball and hockey in my College days.
I still remember those days of my pleasure in play-
ing those games and my Aecian friends whose
gave me the privilege to serve as foot-ball Secretary.

I am proud of myself to represent the college
eleven when I was a first year student in 1966.

I still remember two great hockey players of
our College. The first one is Mr. Tombx Singh
from Mamipur who was a perfect player of the game.
The second one is Mr. Allen Fernandez who played
for our College eleven as well as for the dlstllcl
Prof. Kripal Singh always took interest for this game
and encouraged us very much,

In our time we had a very good college elven
and we entered into final many times in the hockey
Competition at Gauhati. To me the glorious history
of achievement of our hockey team came into light
when all the four selecied from Gauhati  were
Acsicians for the All Assam Hockey Coaching Camp
held ar Nowgong under hockey wizard late Dhyan
Chand, e\-olympw Captain of India, who will
always be remembered as a legend in the field of
hockey.

The Digaru Air Force eleven was our toughest
rival ever we faced. Generally I used to play in
the back line but in that match I had to play
in the forward line and. scored the first goal for our
side and we won that match. It is, very much
interesting to remember those moments. @

J- N. Khataniar,
S. D. O. (Design)
A. S. E. B., Gayhati.

Photography was one of my favourite hobbies.
Photography means ‘writing with light’. Photography,
in U. K. & U.S. A. is called a new Folk Art —
a folk art of the technological age. Itis also a new
international language. It provides us with a Third
Eye. “The knowledge of photography is just as
important as that of the alphabet. The illiterate
of the future will be the persons ignorant of the use
of the Camera as well as of the pen.”

We had started the photographic Club in the
College with a well equiped dark-room, during the
year 1972-73. The spirit of ‘do it yourself’, I
availed most. Photographic competitions were
held during “College-Weeks.” A very good exhibition
was held for the first time in the College Campus
during the first AE C - i EC Engineering  Meet
in 1973. By the Pholographw exhibitions and com-
petitions, we could have pictorial records of different
aspect of our past college life and also the College
itself. We can understand the piesent omly by
knowing the Past.

Photography is not only a hobby for fun as
many think, but also a separate branch of science
and engineering to solve many technological problem.
Infrared Photography has many uses in Civil Engi-
neering, I suggest the Acians to preserve many of
our College events including the most memorable
ragging days in the hostels through the Camera. @
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By- Sri Pradip Dutta (1960)
Consultant & Construction Engineer
Gauhati.

I wish that there should have been a photograph
of the pioneer batch wearing the khaki trouser and
the full sleeved shirt buttoned strictly upto the
neck. @

By- Sri Durga Charan Bhattacharyya (1961)

Executive Engineer, Sonari Division,
Sibsagar.

When I complained to Principal H. P. Baruah
that the hostel cots are too short for me, he replied
“cutting your legs shorter will be easier than getting
a longer cot.” @

By- Sri Pranab Sarma (1962)
E. E. (P. W. D))

We always had the moral support of our res-
pected teachers in winning inter college cricket
championship in succession, so much so, that they
presented me with a cricket bat with their names
written on it. The bat is still a prized possession
of mine; and every time I look at it I get a
reagsuring eco:--bear hard. @

By- S8ri Nabin Lahkar,

(Head Asstt., Assam Engg. College)

On 16th January 1958, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
formally inaugurated the college. Refreshments
were due to come from Gauhati. But these arrived
too late ; we had to bring something from what-
ever was available in the local canteen. All that
could be offered to Nehrujee was a “Gaja”. But
surprisingly enough he asked for a second one. @
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By- Sri Siba Datita (1961)
Owner of construction company
Dibrugarh.

When we won the march-past parade in the
inter college sports festival, Captain Bhowmick who
took immense pain in organising our unit shouted
“my boys would always win’’ that had been the
tradition of our college ; we had such great players
as Prafulla Mech, Durgacharan Bhattacharyya, and
Raghunandan Roy to boast about. @

By- Sri P. P. Das (1962)
University Engineer
Gauhati University.

After we returned from our education excursion
for which Prof. H. K. Choudhury was the Professor-
in-charge, I got down at Nalbari, my home town.
The following day (30.11.61) I returned to college
and found myself in the field playing cricket for
our class. As I was fielding in the afternocon session
in the field, Professor Debabrata Goswami came into
the field and advised me to go home immediately
toclling that my father had fallen ill suddenly.
I left for home immediately to find my father at the
death bed. He died three hours after I arrived at
home. Untill the previous day he was all hale
and hearty and sent me back to college. @

By- Sri Debal Phukan (1962)
Executive Engineer ASEB.

My friend Biren Baruah who is now an executive
engineer in the irrigation dept., who was also a
very talented table-tennis player of the time
(He was once Assam Champion) suffered from high
fever in hostel number 2, under congtruction, Prof.
S. K. Baruah was the superintendent. Out of sheer
nervousness, we directed the contractor’s water hose
on the head of our friend Biren. Sisitr Bhattacharyya,
who is now S. E. Meghalaya walked to Gauhati
to bring a doctor. When hostel Supdt. was informed,
he came and was shocked to see the first aid we
gave to one of our follow boarder. And now, our
brothers studying could imagine under what cir-
cumstances we studied here ; but we enjoyed the
best part of our life without any grievances. @



By- Sri A.M. Choudhury (1963)
Under Secretary, P W D

We lost the toss against the Professors’ Cricket
team and also lost the game. Later on when the
captain of the Professors’ team gave me the coin
which was used for tossing, I realised why he shouted
confidently “the head and I win too”. It was a
special coin made by gluing two coins showing the
head only on the either side. @

By- Sri M. M. Choudhury (1962)
E E, P HE, Goalpara.
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When myself and
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wrestled=Sin = a
gymnastic show in which ubiquitous Robert Cherry-
man presented a magic show, the audience shouted

loudly to stop fighting -and I still thank the audience. @

Talit
Lalit

By- Sri Chandan Gogoi, (1969)
S WD G

There was a great excitement once in the
hostel 3 where I lived. The inmates of one room
were crying “snake-snake”, the voices were peculiar,

We rushed to find them climbing upto the venti-
lators. Hema Neog (may his soul rest in peace)
who was always the reassuring figure dealt with the
snake and persuaded the frightened boarders to climb
down from the Ventilators. Now I find the tem-
porary hostel 3 buildings have been rebuilt and Iam
glad that the new buildings retain the old facade.@

By-Sri Mukta Nanda Sarma (1963)
E. E. ASE B.

We faced occasional water black outs in the
morning. We used to damonstrate by going to
Principal with tooth brushd in our hand. Invariably
he used to bring out a bucket of water from inside

g H i
advising us t¢o wash teeth, He also offered us

tea, by then our grievaces were over,

ATIT
oul

We had practically no teacher in Electrical
Engineering, Prof. Ashok Sarma was then the
lceturer. He used to told us to wait in the class
and notto go away, because he walked from kama-
khya to attend the first period and at times he was
late in arriving.

The things we thought that we should do
We other things have done
But those peculiar industries

Have mnever been begun

The lands we thought we should seek
When large enough to run

By speculation ceded
To speculation’s son.

The Heaven, in which we hope to pause

When discipline was done

Untenable to logic
But possibly to one—

—EmMmiLy DickKINSON.
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ENGINEERING PROFESSION

The Latin word ingenium signifies concrete
things such as mechanical contrivances and imple-
ments as well as abstract qualities like in-born talent,
skill and ingenuity. This Latin word ingenium is
the root of the words engineer in English, ingeniur
in ‘German, ingeniour in French and inziner un

Russian etc, all meaning a class of people who applies
scientific principles to the resources of nature with
skill and talent for the benifit of man-kind, that is
engineers, as we understand by the word in India.
The same class of people are called mernok in Greece,
mehandes in Hungary, mehendes in Israel and muhu-
dis in Turkey etc., signifying that these title words
have originated from another root word from another
language. Probably we have acquired the title word
“muhuri”’ from the same source.

The word ingeno, derived from latin ingenium,
came into use first in Spain in llth century to mean
engines of war, such as battering ram and stone
throwing catapults etc. Soon the title word injeniero
appeared to denote the people who invented, opera-
ted and maintained the machines of war. Gra-
dually the scope of the word expanded to include
the military people who built fortifications, roads
and bridges for military as well as civil purpose.
On the suggestion of the great French military engi-
neer, Sebastien Vauban, the French Government
formed the “Corps des ingenieurs de Genie Mili-
taire’ or the Corps of Engineers, in 1657, giving the
engineers due rocognisation as a seperate entity
within the military set up. In England we first
find Major Martin Bekmen as His Majestie’s Chief

Fads Vo

“Ingenier” in 1686.

The word engineer in English arrived at its
present form (ie. engineer) in 1710 after passing
through forms like ingeniator in 1130, engyneour
in 1380, ingenir in 1551, ingeniar in 1686 etc. It
may change further because many exponents of the
engineering profession are voicing the feeling that it
is too imprecise a word to give to the public a cor-
rect idea about the profession. In the English
speaking world, that is in Britain, U. S. A., Australia,
Newzeland and Canada, the word engineer is very
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By- D. Goswami,
Principal,

Assam Engg. College,
Gauhati - 13.

loosely used by the people to mean practitioners of
occupations ranging from engine drivers, mechanies
and filters to designers research engineers and mana-
gers.  Currently the two worded term professional
engineer and Chartered Engineér are used as means
of distinction.

During the period of European Colonial expan-
sion the military enginners spear headed the drive
by surveying the land, building roads and bridges,
digging irrigation canals and prospecting for minerals.
For instance in Assam an army Officer, Lt. R. wilson
prospected for coal and other minerals as early as
1825- even before the country formally went under
East India Company rule—Military Engineers are
continuing to pioneer civil projects in difficult situa-
tion even today for instance the Dantak project in
Bhutan carried out by the Indian Army. Thememory
of this association of engireering and the military
still lingers in the Assamese name for the Public
Works  Department (P. W. D.) -  Garkapfani
( sigrreif) - meaning Captain in Charge of the
fort.

The military engineers combined civil and mili-
tary skills in the same person in the early days but
the Indusirial Revolution changed all this. By the
9nd half of the 18th century Indusirial Revolution
its stride in England and steam engines,
canals and cotton mills were changing old ways of
production, transport and life in general. Capital
accumulated in colonial trade by the English and the
long years of peace following the Napoleonic wars
acted as a catalyst for indusiriai growth. In this
booming economic atmosphere people having back
ground knowledge of scientific, principles with skill
and talent enough to apply them for industrial needs
were in great demand. This created a body of self
educated professionals whose profession yet had no
name. Under these circumstances John Sematon of
England, the famous light-house and road builder,
called himself Civil Engireer as opposed to Milifary
Engineer, giving birth to the engineering profession.
Civil engineering included not only what we under-
stand by that name to-day but also all other branches
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of engincering. It simply meant application of
engineering principles for civil purpose.

Till the beginning of the 19th century there was
neither any school/college to educate the engineers,
not any recognised body to maintain the standard
of qualification of the engincers. In 1818 a few
young practioners of the profession led by Jon Robin-
son, aged 22, decided to rectify the situation and
started the Institution of Civil Engineers. Inscribed
on the fly leaf of the original minute book is the
inscription “Institution of Civil Engineers,—for faci-
liating the acquirement of knowledge necessary in
their profession and prompting mechanical philosophy™.
By 1820 they realised that they needed an eminent
engineer as their president for advancement of thier
institution and requested Thomas Telford, the famous
road builder, to be their first president. In his first
presidential address Telford said—*it becomes incum-
bent on each individual member to feel that the
very existence and prosperity of the profession depends
in no small degree on his personal conduct and
CRETHONE .5 ala talent and respectibility are preferable
to numbers and that from too promiscus admission
inconvenience often arises”. They obtained Royal
charter in 1828 and became the first engineering
society in the world,

However, engineering teaching had taken root
in the continent much earlier. The first engineering
teaching institute was the Ecole Nationale des Ponts

et chaussees, or National school of Bridges and
Highwas, of France founded in 1747.

In the year 1847 the railway engineers broke
away and established the Institution of Mechanical
Engineers with George Stephension of Railway fame
as their first president. In 1871 the engineers work-
ing in the newly invented electric telegraph esta-
blished themselves as a separate branch by founding
the Institution of Electrical Engineers. Engineers
working in the then newly emerging petrolium indus-
try in U. S. A. formed the American Institute of
Chemical Engineers in 1908 giving them a separate
identity within the engineering profession.

It may be interesting to note in passing that
from the very beginning engineering was a profe-
ssion of interdiscipiinary nature. For exampie,
Robert Stephension followed his father as president
of the Mechanicals while all through his life he
continued to be a council member of the Civils.
At present there is more than a score of distinct
branches of engineering ranging from Bio-engineering
to Aeronautical and Space Engineering, but no engi-
neer can work without being influenced by what hig
colleague in doing in another branch. The present
trend is for the seperate bodies to form into a federa-
tion, like the Council of Engineers in U. K., so that
they can unify the profession, discuss together the
common problems and speak with a single voice
for the whole profession.

(The above has been compiled from various sources)
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THE COLLEGE
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College for about twenty five years. I hasten to
add that as a student of mathematics 1 know that
the contribution of a person to any organisation is
not directly proportional to the length of his service
in it. It is known to any student of mathematics
that Zero multiplied by any finite number is always
equal to Zero.

I am fully aware that my contribution to the
institution hasnot been promethean, but if you are
associated with an institution for a pretty long time
it somehow enters into your system and becomes
a part of you.

When I try to recollect the important events
during my long stay in the campus I remember the
day when Jawaharlal Nehru, the then prime minister
of India, officially performed the inauguration cere-
mony in January 1958. We were all in a flurry
and felt very important when we were introduced
to him by Principal N. Dasgupta. Some of the
teachers made private arrangements to have their
photos snapped at the exact moment when Nehru
was shaking their hands.

Nehru was to have his afternoon tea with us.
Unfortunately the items ordered specially for him
from Gauhati were mnot deiivered in time. There
was a terrific commotion. Utimately a ‘gaja’
from our colleze canteen was offered to hun. Tt
must have been a unique experience for the prime
minister of India.

The College started very modestly with civil
engineering branch only. Today it is a Premier
institution of the country with four branches, namely
civil, electrical, mechanical and chemical. It is
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Prof. R. M, Dutta Choudhury.
Deptt. of Mathematics
A. E. C.

Some people having no technical knowledge
express the opinion that the engineers produced by
our college are not what they should be. This is
another example of people holding positive opinion
on doubtful matters. I do not agree: with them.
There is no institution in the world such that every
student coming out of it is an Einstein. I admit
that there is room for further growth and develop-
ment of the institution. This is as it should be.
Growth is a continous process. Only a fossil stops
growing.

I am proud of my students. They are good
engineers. This also is as it should be. They are
nice human beings too. I mnarrate the following
incident and I am glad to say that I shall cherish
the memory of it as a priceless jewel to the end of
my life.

One day while taking the evening walk, I was
knocked down by a cyclist. I got injured and was
taken to the University hospital. When I came out
of the doctor’s room I was astonished to see hund-
reds of people in the hospital compound. I was
very perturbed and wondered what had happened.
It must be something very serious. I was told that
those were the students of our college. Words had
spread that I was seriouslyinjured. I was so moved
that tears welled up in my eyes. I had to tum
my face to conceal my emotion.

Even if I do not recognise my students, both
old and new, when I meet them again, even if
I do not meet them again at all, I know, yes I
know, that we are always together in some invisible

plane. &



“THUS THEY SAID

“That we came to this college to be engineers
and that in a span of five years we are at the dusk
of our educaiional carecers-” In your opinion, Sir,
what are your feelings about us.”

This question was asked of their teachers by
the final year students, just after the Emergency
was lifted.  Reproduced below is one of the answers
from the souvenir on the occasion of the Fourth
Final year Day, 1977.

‘Mixed feclings’, one would say. No single
student can be etched put in clear black or white,
as also no teachers-there are many shades interming—
ling. One wishes one could sift, pinpoint, elaborate—
but unfortunately there has been so little rapport.
Take an ordiary example, say a feast in a hostel.
The teachers begin to arrive, singly or in  groups,
around nine in the evening, are welcomed by a
few students at the door, are escorted to the lounge,
and then left to their own devices. Some of us talk
in hushed undertones, some start smoking just to
kill time, some become engrossed in the random
newspaper or magazine—some of us even make a
valiant attempt to engage a couple of boys in conver-
sation, but the topics get rapidly exhausted and
the whole thing peters out—until at last dinner is
ready and the ﬁc{)geti:ng is over. The teachers are
dutifully ushered out ajong the corridors and into
the dining-hall and led to their seats, and straight-
away begins the sombre meal in what appears to be
dead carnest—there is no prelude, no song or talk,
or any such monsense, no speech (before or after),
no such ¢frill— and apart from the occasional
clatter of utensils and a few half-hearted attempts
at jollity one hears only the rhythmic sound of
desperate munching, with perhaps ‘the whirr of the
fans providing the background noise. All through,
the quarantine is tacitly maintained—with  the
teachers in their exclusive row and, light-years away,
symbolically separated by the long table laden with
pots and dishes in the middle of the biggish hall,
the silent rows of students, heads bent. The ordea]
over, again the statutory period of polite lingering in

Prof. S. N. Medhi,
Department of Physics.

the lounge, perhaps a ‘tamol-pan’ or a smoke or
even a coudl: of joke;, and again{some desultory
coaversation—that, of course, is small talk, not com-
munication, And so, finally, the usual rounds of
‘thank yous’, and ‘good-nights,’ with sighs of relief,
all buat audible, all round,

To b: sure, this is a trivial instance, but even
when a numbzr of stud:mts and a couple of teachers
arc put very close to one another for a longish
siretch of time—during an excursion, say, Or a survey
camp—not much empathy results. They start, and
they part, strangers.

No man is an island, somebody said, and that
may well be true in general, but after a few years
in this campus one begins to doubt it somewhat—
and I am told by some students that even five fleet-
ing years raise in them the same misgivings. One
may try despertely to reach out to someone else
and extend one’s hand—but it is hardly ever taken,
not in five years—the rebuff is in the air, the cold-
shoulder a way of life. There is, apparently, some-
thing in the environment, some kind of virus, or
miasma, or an €xcess of positive ions, or some sub-
terranean low-frequency disturtance, Or perhaps it
is just the overdose of the blasted “‘bcautiful natura]
scenery’” —(passive and lisdess), or something—
things~ which steadily enervate, sap out the vitality,
give one a feeling of being ill at ease, exhausted,
even—yes—scared. ... .. They seem to generate
a continous syndrome of irritation, ill temper, ennui,
a constant onslaught of the crippling “who cares”
attitude, where ail endeavours must needs go away,
all growth stunted, all good resolves melt. Even the
blood-strecam seems to become cold and sluggish.
Even my old carseemed to sense all this and all
the time tended to slow down and stop while in the
landscape—it was only when the old jalopy some-
how rattled past the (now felled) banyan tree bey-
ond the Ayurved College that it began miraculously
to pick up speed, and also its driver’s blood began
to warm up and course faster. It was an illusion,
perhaps, but that’s how it felt,
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Most distressing of all, however, has been the fact
that young blood has not flown any faster, either.
While the couniry passed through traumatic events
and there were up-heavals everywhere, not a single
student in  this campus came out of his stupor.
Things at which young blood should boil—cant and
chicanery, bullying, coercion, intimidation,—tyranny,
iniustice of every description—seemed to leave them
cold, unmoved, indierflent, not a single voice raised,
not the feeblest gesture. Indeed, not only you, but
the entire campus seems content to Vegetate in
the safety of a perpetual coma. i
everything without a murmur. No wrong is ever
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A well-known phychiatrist of Gauahti once re-
marked that 75% of her cases came from Assam

Engineering College Campus, and although the-
figure may not be exact, one is not surprised if one
lives here. Perhaps there is a good research topic
here, and maybe someday someone will cook up
a thesis on that and get a Ph. D. Meanwhile, I
can honestly say that my dominant feeling at what
you call the “dusk of your educational career”
is one of relief—relief that you would be leaving this
zone of neurosis—where the youthful spirit is sought
to be curbed during a kind of five-year curfew on the
soul—behind, and breathe free air once more. Only,
in that light, it iz not the ‘“dusk” but rather—even
if sounds like a cliche—the “dawn” of your career,
the strait-iacket of the place being now got rid of.
As I say, you are well out of it,and with the new
infusion of life, things will certainly begin to click.
again.
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CHARGES AGAINST THE “‘ENGINEER” AND THE

REBUTAL OF THE CHARGES

(The education of an engineer is esseniially
a system of developing the necessary skills to perform
his societal role. This education should enable him
to understand his place in society, develop a har-
monious relationship with his neighbours and achieve
for himself and the society a measure of happiness
consistent with the value systems. It is really social
complex. But the engineers, with a less complex
technical education of to-day and more direct chjec-
tive of developing skills for harnessing material
resources for social prosperity, have been chage-
sheeted. Here, some of these charges and their
rebutal are depicted from the abstracts of writing
of one educationist, Prof G R Damodaran, taken from
Bulletin of the Institution of Engineers (India) vol.
28 No. 10, April 1979.

The people began to speak about the sins of
science, or, rather its application by technology,
and engineering became scape goat. The engineer
was pictured as the arch villain of the dangers
facing the world. It was the explosion of the hydrogen
bomb and the pollution of environment that tilted
the balance against him. Till then the world was
appreciative of his achievements and applauded
him as the benefector of mankind.)

It is suggested that had the engineer been socially
and morally responsible, this environmental crisis
could have been avoided and his prestige would
have been unsullied, that if he had given a warning
to the society and had refused to workon evil projects,
the society would have been saved and he could
have saved himself from this present predicament.
In the event, the critics have called for a new concept

of professionalism on the part of the engineers, with

an emphasis on gocial obligations. I think the
suggestion of lack of moral courage is uncharitable
to the profession. If there ever was a profession
dedicated to morality, upright in conscience and
conscious of social responsibility it has been the
engineering profession. Its avowed aim as well as
its chartered path has been to direct the great sou-
rces of power in nature for the use and benefits of
man. This has been the ethics of engineering both
in theory and pracitce. One shudders to think
what the world would be like today had this not

By- G. R. Damodaran,
Vice-Chancellor, University of

Madras.
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Decii 50 The real fact is the engineer in the docks

is a, proxy of entrepreneurs who in search of pro-
fit had employed technology for purposes whose con-
sequences on society were not or could not be fore-
seen, however, moral the engineer had been. The
engineer’s powers as against these entreprenewrs are
limited, unless he is prepared to quit. Can we say
that the employer could be swayed by the engineer’s
individual conscience alone ? It is society’s conscience
expressed through the Government that must protect
man from the nefarious entrepreneurs, though we
have many instances the world over of individual
engineers fighting against the dangerous practices
of private institutions especially in the municipal
field. It is a difficult alternative for an engineer
to choose between the loyalty to his employer and
loyalty to the society. Were engineers to prefer
loyalty to the public above loyalty to the employer,
Is there a mechanism in society to protect him ?
Further, under what circumstances could we say
allegiance to the pubic is called for and when not ?
For instance, the thought of the engineers designing
and manufacturing weapons of war is horrifying to
some of us but many engineers may consider such
an activity as a patriotic function. The engineer
may, like the economist, consider that he is there
‘to do and die rather than to question why’. There
are amongst engineers, as among any other class of
people, persons of different persuasions ; conservatives
and radicals, idealists and pragmatists, hawks and
doves. We can find amonst them conflicting beliefs
and objectives, which govern their actions. It is
not possible to restrict the practice of the engineer
to those who have what we think to be the proper
social and moral attitudes. If any one were to de-
fine engineering morality by one’s own philosophical
predilections, we will only succeed in factionalising
and politicising the engineering profession. The
engineer has as much right, as any other to act
according to his own right, unimpeded by any im-
positions from outside.

If we seek to impose on the engineer what
according to us is the right thing to do in public
interest, are we certain that our judgement of pu}')]ic
interest is the only right one ? Further, it is not
always possible to foresee the consequences of our

2



judgement and in some cases it is not possible
even to agree on scientific and engineering facts or
interpretations, eg. the consequences of banning the
D DT, ariificial colouring of food, smoking, etc.
Engineering experts may differ in their answers,
and cases of such differences on techmical issues are
many. There is nothing unethical about such
differences of opinion and we cannot impeach one
as against the other. Honest differences of opinion
will do good to the commumity at large.

Assuming that engineers can agree on certain
interpretation of scientific facts, it is not ecasy to say
whether public interest will be served best by allow-
ing the engineers to force their decision. It will be
dangerous to give any organized group such powers
over matters of public interest. Further, stressing
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the moral dimension of each engineering task might

diminish the engineer’s effectivencss and enthusiasm.
Constant apprehension and anxiety about every move
of his, might result in his lack of enthusiasm for
innovation. We should mnot expect from him an
assessment of social or environmental impact of each
assignment. There are aspects of his work which
others only are capable of analyzing and he cxpects
others to be alert in this job while he himself is
alert as to his aspect. Professional competence and
protection of public interest do not go together. In
a competitive world, where his employer is anxious
to meet his rival’s onslaught, an engineer
refusing to co-operate on grounds of public intercst
will be sacked. The engineer is bound to consider
product safety but cost of production increases with
every increase in the degree of safety incorporated
in the product and a trade-off is necessary, subject
to the acceptability to the public of the risk in the
use of the product. An engineer cannot be expected
to assume a hard-line moral position which moves
far ahead of public opinion or exceeds the require-
ments of the law. But in matters pertaining to
product quality, the engineer’s obligation is only to
inform the employer and it is the employer who will
be liable to the public and the law. He has been
trained over the centuries to think mainly in terms
of his efficiency and progress as interpreted by the
market mechanism and he felt that he was discharg-
ing his professional duties in the most ethical way
if he did the bidding of the market. We should
not expect to find in the private sector the public
spirited engineer of our definition. The public interest
must be proiecied mainly by eugineers hived by
the public (consumer groups or public agencies).
Possibly, professional societies like ours, should take
more interest in fulfilling the engineer’s moral obli-
gation to the public, but with the well-known pro-
fessional differences of opinion, their effectiveness
cannot be great.

The current crisis in technology should call for
a calm reflection rather than for dejection or peni-
tence. The engineer cannot simply run away from
his job. He just cannot, he is so much intertwined
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with the society. The legacy of the past and the call
of the future chain him to his seat. Since technology
cannot be abandoned on grounds of its past sins
or future dangers, we have only to consider what
can be done to avoid the repetition of technological
mistakes which have brought him to this position.
For this, we have to consider the types of mistakes
technologists have made and the reasons for them.
The teconologists might have made mistake by care-
lessness or error in calculation ; for instance, mis-
takes made by the builder of a dam or a steel struc-
ture. Such a human error is a rare happening and
is bound to decrease in the future with the advent
of mechanical aids like the computer. Mistakes
may result from lack of imagination ; from a failure
to take into account of all the possible sources of
trouble. A designer of stecl tower or dam may,
for example, fail to make a correct assessment of
the ravages of the wind and the weather, or of metal
fatigue. Mistakes may arise from ignorance, pure
and simple. Scientific ignorance of the consequences
of an action is possible. Engineering practice is a
constant struggle against these three kinds of mistakes
and the engineer does not deny that he can be
guilty of any one or more of thisand is perpared
to be responsible for them. But in fixing of respon-
sibility on him for things turning out to be different
from what he expected, we have to be very careful.
For instance, the engineer alone may not be respon-
sible for the environmental crisis, pollutants have
been emptied into the environment from a myriad
of sources and the designer of each course does not
know how many other sources were active or were
being planned. Nobody can have a total picture of
the met outcome of the aggregate of the individual
activities present and future. Something other than
engineering failure is at issue here. There has been
a failure of environmental planning for the future,
plans which take into account the aggregate effects
of the individual actions. Such a planaing is beyoad
the capacity and mean of individual engineers. It
is the society that must plan and pay for such acti-
vities. Individual engineers have in fact been aware
of problems of pollution but they could notdo much
about it. Ogne may say that they could have spoken
out as professionalists and refuse to have anything
to do with certain projects ; but it would have like
a judiciary declining 10 enforece certain laws be-
cause they thought the laws should be changed.
Professionalists have an obligation to lead, but they
also have a duty to obey and serve. Having been
served as desired, society has no moral right to
blame the profession for its own short-sightedness.
In such matters as pollution, it does not require
much technical knowledge to foresece dangers. How
many letters to the eiditor do we not find in
the dailies warning us of the dangers of many public
policies. Hence it is a lame excuse for the society
to say it has been mislded by the experts, as if only
the expert can smell the rat. Further, society is
not only shortsighted ; it also has a disconcerting
way of unexpectedly changing its standards of taste.



People want a particular public facility at a parti-
«cular place and if, after its provision, find some
inconveniences, condemns the engineer outright. It
is irrational to blame engineess for things done at the
behest of a society, which changes its tastes and
'standards rather frequently. We cannot expect from
the engineers the omniscience which even the collec-
tive wisdom of the community does not have. They
are as much perplexed as others about many out-
comes of past actions taken atthe dictates of society,
and they are not alone to be blamed as the scape-
_goats for society’s omissions.

While on the one hand the environmental crisis

was the first to put the technologists in the dock,
there are others who got impleaded in the suit to
frame up their own charges. They are not satisfied
with saying that technologists have been irresponsible,
foolish or immoral, but go further to decry the very
role of technology itself. There has been a philo-
sophical swing of the pendulum from unstinted
praise for the achievements of science and technology
until the hydiogen bomb burst, to an ungrateful
condemanation of all that technology stands for.
This anti-technology is not merely concerned with
the environmental problem but with the entire life-
style based on technology. Many writers especially
in the United States have been crusaders against
technology or techmocracy. They are mnot against
-any particular technique and its effects or even
about the use of machines, but they are against all
deliberate and rational behaviour and efficiency in
organization that formed the foundation and contri-
bution of technology. They think that this contri-
bution of technology has damned mankind rather
emancipated it, that it has destioyed the quality
~of life. This anti-technology movement is almost
an  anti-civilization movement.  They personify
technology as a monster, with a separate existence
of its own, dominating society as an evil force.
They allege that this evil force enslaves man and
forces him to perform work which he detests. The
target of attack is the time-bound, machine-aided,
factory and office labour. The complaint is that all
organized productive institutions are there only to
make human beings more efficient tools of industry
and commerce. Next, the technology devil is said
‘not only to enforce production but also to drive
men to consume things he did not care to. The
consumer buys not what he fully needs or desires
‘but what tecnology forces on him. Technology
creates new wants and expanding body of consumers
crave for  their satisfaction through technology.
Selfish technocrats are said to dominate the society
with their expertise and supporting hierarchy and
undermine democracy.

“TECHNOLOGY AND DEMOCRACY :
Tt is said that democracy is rapidly leosing its

ground as the power is increasingly concentrated
in giant corporations and managerial cadres, and

that decisions involving the welfare of society are
made by experts and professionals who are insulated
from the feelling of the people. Technology is said
to cut off man from nature, his natural habitat and
dehymanise him in a soul-killing atmosphere. Finally,
technology is said to debase human taste by provid-
ing technical diversions which dull his natural sensi-
bilities and prevent his self-realization. Thus the
charges against tecnology are that it is an evil force,
a slave driver, supplier of unwanted things, a re-
gimentor through technocrats, thwarter of human
nature and fulfilment. All these in short seem to
suggest that it is better than man goes back to the
carly stages of human civilization, where there would
be no disciplined work, no scope for the play o¢
fulfilment of desires, no organized production and n»
diversions involving technology.
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REBUTTAL OF THE CHARGES :

We have now before us the charge sheet from
both the environmentalists and anti-technology sages.
It is now time for us to meet their arguments and
to create a positive case for the retention and growth
of technology. Can we agree with them that techno-
logy is a mnecessary evil ? Ome would not. It will
not be true and it will be against our own consceience,
knowing as we do what technology has done and
can hope to do for mankind in the futrue. Most
people will not say technology is an evil. The
several charges levelled by anti-technology sages are
obviously false. But they have an appeal and a
following and we have to examine why they have an
appeal. The first element of anti-technology cam-
paign is the description of technology as an evil
force left free and uncontrolled to tyrannise. Is
technology an independent force apart from men ?
It is merely one aspect of human activity just like
economic or political activity. It is a reflection of
an aspect of human nature. It is an activity of
choice, of relish and fulfilment of human urge to
create, One philosopher has said, “Technology is
not separate from man because man is by nature
a technological animal. To be human is to be tech-
nological.” True, but we cannot ignore the fact that
people do scparate man and technology, when as
a result of techmological activities there flow several
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and cultural-which appear to be independent of
human will or direction. It is this potentiality of
technology that give handle to the anti-technologists.
That these flow from technology, not from man,
though he sets it in motion clouds the fact that tech-
nology is merely a servant of man, an instrument
to fufil his desire and that man must bear the conse-
quences of his decision to get his desire fulfilled
through technology. It is irrational to blame
the instrument for the mistakes of the agent. Techno-
logy is what the society as a user wants it to be.

It is absurd to say that people work because
machines make them work., The fact is all of wus
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have mixed feelings towards work. We {ry to void
it but we seem to need it, for our emotional well
being. Studies d¢ not show that most people hate
their normal work. The anti-technologist romanti-
cises the work of the earlier times just to condemn
the current technological age but with a little imagina-
tion we can picture what hard work did our forefathers
had to put in, on land, just to make a living.

It is a canard tosay that technology forces people
to consume things they do not want. If people
indulge in vulgar desires they are to blame. To
cry against technology is to bark against the shadow,
for how many people are there amonst engineers
who have such a dominating position as to control
others as old slave drivers and feudal exploiters of
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gical aids available, even governments are helpless
against the law-breakers and criminals and it is
Jjust not true that technology has increased the powers
of any group in society as todeserve the blame all to
itslef. That the people are hypnotized to consume what
they do not need or wantis a half-truth because the
same technology is capable of enlightening the public
and aiding the consumer movement. The common man’s
technical knowledge today is not so poor as alleged.

Lastly, comes the cry that technology is cutting
man far from his natural habitat and aflecting the
quality of life he leads. But we may ask : who
prevenis a man from living closer to matureif he so
desires ? In fact, technology does not force people
to live in flats if they choose to live in the coun-
tryside, nor does it appear to be true that living in
the midst of nature is essential to human well-being.
Is it true that all people would like to live their
entire life in the woods ? Why then the rush to the
cities from the wvillages ? A desire for occasional
outdoor wrip does not mean a lasting desire to live
permanently outside the cities. Man has become
a city dweller and likes the hum and bustle there,
though he may long for a change now and then.
Are there not garden cities like this Baagalore that
give him what he wants ? As for technological
diversion, if people desire one type of diversion in
preference to another and the preferred diversion
is technologically fumnished, who is to blame ? Not
the techmologists. The arguments of the anti-techno-
logists are mothing but distortion of reality or mis-
statements from prejudices.

A CONTINUING NOSTALGIA

While defending technology for its contribution
and absolving it of the sins attributed to it, it is not
maintained categorically that life in the techmological
age of today is better than it was ever before.
From the beginning of the recorded history, we have
had in every age prophets, poets and politicians
who had deplored the contemporary situation as
uniquely distressing and looked for some scapegoat
to throw the blame on, and anti-technologists are
the latest in this tradition. However, it is true we

(]
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have problems that are unique in degree if not in.
kind, which are manifested in a vague generalised
discontent permeating cven the best of informed
minds. What is the reason ? This is a complex
question of sociology. The contemporary man is not
content with what he has, because he wants more
than he can ever have. Man is a unique combination
of curiosity, creativity and  daring. These
traits have always  been pushing him
forward in search of mew things or better things,
daring inherent dangers. New technologies are only
a part of man’s clementary impulse to experiment,
to create and venture into the unknown. The
contemporary resiless man is only recapitulating his.
forebear. Possibly he will be happier if he had not
had this urge to go up, This urge is not the
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and technology is merely a manifestation of this urge.
The spread of education and communication has
widened his horizon and raised his expectations.
Thus we see what it is that makes the modern man
disgruntled and escapist. It is this unsatified desire
that has been taken advantage of by anti-techno-
logists to decry technology. They try to sell their
vision of ideal society which will provide serenity
and spiritual peace. But the fact is man will not
by his nature long remain contended with serenity,
It is his nature to become restless and to seek some
new adventure. If he flees the city to go into woods,
he will not long remain there. The anti-technolo-
gists want a change in this human nature and their
prescription is anti-technology.

If they hole to succeed in their effort, technology
will not stand in their way. But they will get disi-
illusioned because they are not the only people who-
claim to know the answer to so-called ills of society.
The mistake of the anti-technologists is that they
want to reverse the gear all of a sudden. What
the society wants today is more thinking and courage,
but they play upon despair and suggest retreat.
Which way will man go ? It is anybody’s guess !

The anti-technol gy trend is:elated to the anti-
materialistic trend that has a long history. Ever
since the days of the Greek philosophers, there has

hoomn in the Weet an embhastic on the oreatnese of
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thinking rather than doing. Another source of anti-
materialism has been the New Testament, which
forbade interest in material gratifications. The
effect of these two influences has been to convinece
that materialism is a defect in human nature. But
there is ample material even in Greek literature to
prove that the people were interested in material
aspects of life. If welook at the evolution of man
we see how in the process of natural selection,
material civilization has also played a part. In our
own country of sages, seers, philosophers and religi-
ous founders there has been no dearth of preaching
and writing against Imaterialism. But the fact that
we have not had so much technology amidst us as
in the West, has so far saved us from the onslaught
of the anti-technologists.



THE CARICATURE OF ENGINEERS :

We have so far been concerned with the charges
against technology. But there have also been charges
against the engineer too. Often he is caricatured
as a dull person who is too practical, analytical and
non-emotional and some siudies seem to bear out
the existence of such a general type. It is alleged
that their interests are almost limited to mechanical
matters and some outdoor activity and the their
resticted interests show themselfes in their indifference
to human relations, to social sciences, to public aflairs,
to fine arts and even to aspects of physical science

not related to their profession Althen

ah he oatc
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along well enough in society he would rather deal
with things than with human beings.

Can we defend the engineer against these charges?
How can we account for this descriptioa which seems
to be ture in a general way ? Partly these chara-
-cteristics may be the result of the profession’s in-
creasingly scientific orientation reflected in the en-
gineering education, an ever-increasing reliance on
theoretical science which meant little time for the
students or the practitioners to be interested in any-
thing else. But we cannot blame entirely science

because we do see scientists who are cultured and
concerned with other things. A partial explanation
may be the heavy load of the theoretical and techni-
ca] subjects in the curriculum though the recent trend
is towards lightening it. But may mot the problem
be ascribable also to the sort of persons that come
into the engineering profession ? Most of them come
from the middle or werking class families and they
take seriously to the profession. They come to this
profession with deliberate choice and highly screened
intellectual calibre, not expecting either great mone-
TiraraTad
Py e
for dull and hard work. Possibly with their :;recr
at stake they get so much absorbed that in due time
they find the profession itself sufficiently satisfying
and interesting so that they would not be deflected
by other attractions of life. They are pleased
with the work which is acknowledged to be cocially
important, and sufficiently creative to give a sense
of social importance. The engineers are gratified
that their education helps them to understand the
physical world and to manipulate it for the better-
ment of society. Thus both by education and by
training as well as necessity they tend to be highly
practical and unemotional. It is on this ground that
there is now-a-days a demand for introducing more
humanities in engineering education.

tary reward or high social prestige, but
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Present A, E. C. Office Staff with Principal. 1981,



First Re-Union
From R to L : Prof. A. K. Padmapati, Prof. S.
K. De Purakaystha. Dr. S. D. Gogoi, Principal N.
Dasgupta, Prof. G. N. Barpujari.

“Barpujari Baideu”

—Popular lady of her times in A. E.C. campus.
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THE COLLEGE EMBLEM

The Assam Engg. College, Gauahti, has a noble
mission of serving mankind through lower & skill
and has the time honoured motto of “Service Before
Self.” TIts idealis to inspire the human tendency of
probing into the secrets of Nature to harness the
power potent in nature, to sue it for the betterment
of mankind with—Precision, accuracy and farsighted-
ness and thus keep pace with the ever advancing
course of technological progress.

Accordingly, the divider in the Emblem
(in white colour) signifies precision and accuracy,
the toothed wheel (golden yellow colour) signifies
progress, the spark (silvery white) power and the
level (white) farsightedness. The flame, i.e. the light
(red colour) symbolises knowlege and wisdom -and
the Jaurel has the universal significance of honour
and evergreen beauty. The ‘Sarai’ stands for cultural
entity in Assam.

The sky-blue colour in the background signifies
greatness of mind, the golden yellow colour significs
purity, the of red colour signifies strength and the white
stands for capacity to withstand the ravages of Time

and Nature.
DEPARTMENTAL SIGNIFICANCE:
The Emblem carries a departmental significance also :

The level stands for Civil Engineering Branch.
The toothed wheel- for Mechanical Engineering
Branch

The spark for Electrical Engineering Branch.
The Laurel for Architectural Branch.

The Flame for Chemical Engineering Branch.

eI i

Designed by

Jamini Kanta Gohain
Ex-Aecian.
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CHRONOLOGY ‘

Assam Enginering College

Sept-1955- Assam Civil Engineering College cames

1956-

1957-

1959-

1960-

1961-

38

into being at its temporary location at
ST AT e Y e R g T e A
W€ ALdu.l. wndldaiiiarl unacer ine sieward-
ship of late Hari Prasead Baruah as the
first Principal and with the first batch

of 72 students in the first year class.

25th  January. Foundation Stone of the
College at the present site of the building
was laid by late Bishnu Ram Medhi, Ex-
Chief Minister of Assam. Prof. N. Das
Gupta takes over as Principal. Ist batch
went to Bengal Engineering College Sibpur
for Workshop laboratory work.

Electrical and Mechanical branches were
intreduced with 30 students in each dept.
The College renamed Assam Engineering
College and was shifted on June 1, 1957 to
its permanent building at Jalukbari where
it has been growing continuously to its
present  state. Hostel No. 1 founctions.
Hospital at Campus functions.

Pandit J. Nehru the then Prime Minister of
India formally inaugurated the College on
the 16th January, 1958 at its permanent site.
Laboratory and Workshop facilities came to
be available within the College, |

Hostel No. 2 opened.

Post and Telegraph Office at Jalukbari.
Separate Bus service between Gauhati and
Campus.

Hostel 3 opened.

Students elections were conducied and re-
sults were anncunced in the same day for
the first time.

Physical training college shelved, and assets

made over to Assam Engineering College.

All India Conference of Principals of Technical
Institutions  held.
Extension of workshop building and extension

. of wings of the main building.

Introduction of “College Blue” award 1o
outstanding performance in games and sports,
Ist Batch of C. E. graduated.

Separate building for Hydraulics

Separate building for Central Store.

Assam  Engineering College Canteen cum
co-operative Stores established.

1962-

1963-

1964-

1965-

1966-

1967-

1968-

1969-

1971-
1972-

1973-

College lentsome buildings to Gauahti Medical
College for use as College hostel for boys
and girls.

Hostel 4 opened.

N. C. C. was made compulsory for first two
years. First batch of E. E.and M. E. graduated.
Five year integrated syllabus-introduced.

Chemical Engineeri_ng with wvearlv intake of

30 introduced. Total Intake (m all the
branch) raised to 210.

Girls were allowed to be admitted into the

College. Additional building for electrical
Engineering Workshop.

Single officer barracks constructed.

Hostel No. 5 opened

Independant  building to house Primary
School. Tower clock installed, but stalled

soon after.

Hostel No. 6 opened.

Gauhati Medica] College returned the building
back to college authority.

First Re-Union of Ex-student held on 26th
January, 1966. Principal Das Gupta retired
and Dr. S.D. Gogoi took over as principal.

First Batch of students graduated under new
syllabus.

First batch of Chemical Engineers came out.
The convention of electing the best loser
in the students’ election as the Asst. General
Secretary discontinued.

Intake lowered to 180.

APRO Training Centre was brought to
Jalukbari from Kahilipara when single Officers
barracks were lent to them by the College
for a year.

P[ay g;‘ound improved.

Tower clock set to work again.
First Girl graduated.

Students Union Building opened.

Street lighting by fluorescent lamp, single
sealed room and fans in hostels were provided.

N. S. S. Introduced in the College.
Direct admission into Second year following
2 year P.U.

Co-operative stores started to provide con-
sumer articles for students and stafl.
Photographic club introduced.

First [AEC-JEC meet of Jorhat

Efforts to raise road side shade trees,



1975-

1976-

Plantation and restoration of environment
drive by student and stafl by offering social
service.

Accouskic treatment in  Auditorium building
Completed. “Book bank’ for students in the
college Library opened, Dr. S.D. Gogoi left
the college to take over the charge of DT E.
Principai D. Goswami 1ooke over charge from
Dr. g D. Gogoi. A Part of the Campus
received water from 1he jeint
taked by P H E for University and Enginecering
College.

nraoiect  Ing
project

Girls hostel building opened.

Post graduate studies in Watershed manage-
ment and flood control sanctioned.

I. S. I. conference held.

4th A. E. C./]]. E. C. meet held.

Natural Swiming Pool consturcted. Facilities
for rowing and hoating and pisciculture
developed by voluntary services of students
and staff.

1977-

Ist batch of students in P. G. in Watershed

management and flood control admitted.
Son of an exsiudent admitted into 2nd
year of theintegrated coure. Intake raised

to 210,

1978- 6th A. E. C. [JEC meet held.

1979-

1980-

Annual conference of Assam Science Society
held. College receives direct assistance for
development of high voltage laboratory and
to improve facilities of Library.

Winter school in Water Shed management held.

Hostel 7 building wunder construction.
College received direct assistance for setting
up of environmental laboratory.

Hostel 3 building reconstructed. Separate buil-
ding for Chemical Engg. and College Admini-
stration nearing completion. .
Workshop on composition of new ' syllabus
for B. E. degree courses organised.

College receives direct assistance for a micro-
computer.
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ASSAM ENGINEERING COLLEGE
NO OF STUDENTS GRADUATED
YEAR WISE & BRANCH WISE

Year Civil Electrical Mechanical Chemical
1960 64 —_ - -
61 54 — — -
62 99 16 19 i—
63 84 33 26 —
64 88 31 19 —
65 51 16 21 —
66 73 36 35 —
67 31 32 27 )
68 32 27 33 2
69 54 15 45 16
70 43 22 30 18
71 73 28 70 19
72 49 16 49 09
73 44 13 30 21
74 16 7 20 11
75 34 16 20 15
76 30 8 21 17
77 55 15 37 13
78 59 28 51 16
79 85 40 59 10

Total.

Current

{Expected) 91 46 66 %

RECEIPIENTS OF “BLUE AWARD” *=x &
ASSAM ENGG. COLLEGE

1960- Pradip Kumar Datta

1961- Durga Charan Bhattacharyya
1962- Raghu Nandan Roy

1966- Pranab Jyoti Baruah

1969- Sankar Datta Lahkar

1970- Jjohn Mehra

1978- Bimal Chandra Das.

*%% Blue Award is the highest award given to an
outgoing student who represented College in two
major games one of which he had attained the state

standard.

Vol.

I1

111

IV.

VL
VII.
VIII.

W
Lin,

XI.
XII.
XIII.
XIV.
XV.
XVI

XVIL.

GENERAL SECRETARIES OF ASSAM ENGI-
NEERING COLLEGE

Pt it
SR ES ©END U BN -

ante

e
g3 oy Qs

19,

21,
22.

o
o

EDITORS jOF “AECIAN”

Sarashish Das

Purnananda Kalita (May his soul rest in peace)

Rohini Kumar Bora
Nurul Amin

Amulya Kr. Goswami.
Krishnananda Das
Bhabendra Nath Patowary
Satish Tahbildar
Manoranjan Sarma

Shyam Sundar Deka

Imtiaz Ali

Bichitra Barman

Hemendra Nath Bora

A. E. Zaheer

Karuna Bhatta

Pranab Bora & Trailokya Debchoudhury
Altaf  Muzid

Subhash Talukdar *

Chandan Kr. Baruah **

STUDENTS’
SOCIETY

Ranen Deka

Bibeka Nanda Talukdar

Kshirod  Baruah

Ganesh Gogoi

Rabindra Nath Choudhury

A. Matin Choudhury

Rabindra Nath Hazarika

Tilok Hazariaka

Sasanka Datta.

Chandan Gogoi _
Jogen Datta -May his soul rest in
Abhijit Barkakati

Chida Nanda
Jogendra Nath Kalita
Satish Chandra Hazarika
Rajib Goswami

Basanta  Sarma

Sailen Gogoi

Nirmal Gogoi

Jyotiimoy Goswami
Aditya Prakash Sarma
Bharat Bhusan Kalita.

peace.

UNION



Report from the Engineering Departments :

Name of the department.

Who was
year.

in close of the department, in which

Laboratory facilities available in the Depart-
ment ! Building equipments etc.

How far the industries can utilise them.

The present cost of such a laboratory.

How the department, Jaboraroty and staff
helped some industries and other institutions.

What is the future plan in your hand for the
improvement.

10.

IRk

What do you think about the standard of the
laboratory ?

How the ex-students can help in improvement
of the department.

How do you think P. G. education can
academic and other develonment

CIr =210 el Lats i

tution as well as the state.

help

of 1the ineti.
O1  wif INSu-

Any suggestion. 2
(All the departments were requested to write

a report covering the answers to the following
questions.

1. Report from Mechanical Engineering Department :

This department grows from 1957 to its present
stac under the active care of the follwing pro-
fessor-in-charges.

(1 Prof. R. J. Thekar
@) Prof. D.B. Goswani
(3) Prof A K, Padmapati

At present there are seven laboratories :
(1) Steam Engine laboratory

(2) L C. Engine i3

(3) Metrology
(4) Refrigeration
(5) Automobile 2
(6) Applied %
(7) Vibration laboratory

Fi]

3

The department has basic equipments for instruc-
tions, Currently, it has been planning to procure
instruments for taking up investigative type of
problems and to initiate research activity. There
has been some progress in this respect.

. Some institutions like Jorhat Engincering College ;

Assam Engineering Institute, Gauahti & Bhutan

. Currently,

By- Prof. A. K. Padmapati

Prof. in-charge
Mech. Engg. Deptt.

Polytechnic brought their students for some
laboratory experiments here, This department
provides some expertise to public sector enter
prises, as some of our own ex-students approach for
such assistance. This is done on gratis.

. This department is thinking of having an I. C
: aT

engine testing rie for doing son rch works
CNnZine 5 =5 -V =]

in the subject.

res

one single problem which concerns
everybody is the absence of teaching stafl’ in Engi-
neering branches. What the students can do is
to come to this college under deputation for
teaching for a year oc so with a sense of dedica-
tion. Their field experiences and problems
encountered there in  may help towards the
develop- ment of a consultancy and research cell
in the department.

. If P.G. education is introduced, academic activity

will be increased. If the subjects are releated to
regional problems, local industries can usfully
co-operate in the activity.
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ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT

Electrical Engineering Department was started
in 1957.

Following Professors were are in-charge of this
department.

Prof. M. N. Sen Gupta

Prof. S.K. De Purkayastha

Prof. S. P. Bhattacharjee

Prof. A.N. Sarma, (continuing at Present) :

Machine Laboratory—Housed in the main
building having adequate facilities.
Measurement Laboratory—Housed in the main

building. Facilities- inadequate.

Electronics Laboratory—Housed in  separate
building. The laboratory is in the pro-
cess of up dating to suit the need of an
upto-date syllabus.

H.V. Laboratory—The building  constructed
for the High Voltage Laboratory is not
adequate for insta]ling the Testing Trans-
former recently purchased. It i, how-
ever, planned to instal the same tempo.-
rarily in the Elecironics Lab. building
We need a spaceous building for the H. V.
Lab. to provide testing facilities to S.E.Bs
and  industries of the North-east At
present we are having 2 350 Kv/175
KVA Testing Transformer, one capacitor
Potential divider upto 350 KV measure-
ment and one 25 cm diameter spheregap
assembly.

a) Industries can get the facilities for the
following tests in the machine, measurement
and electronics laboratories -

i) Standard tests conforming to Indian stan
dard specifications on cables for house wir-
ing, motor and equipment wiring upto
about 400V.

ii) Routine test on instruments such as energy
meter and other indicating instruments.

iii) Eilectric test (break down test) on liquid
dielectrics eg. Transformer & switchgear oil.

By- A.N. Sarma
Prof. in-charge, E. E.
Dep.1.

b) With the installation of the Testing Trans-
formenr in the H.V. Lab. facilities for lower
feequency insulation test in cable, transformer
etc, test on solid dieleclrics and flash over test of
string of suspension insulators can be provided
upto a voltage of 350 KV,

Cost of present equipments only :
Machine Laboratory Rs. 10,00,000.00

Measurement Laboratory 2,00,000.00
Elecironies Laboratory 6,00,000.00
H. V. Laboratory 9,00,000.00

Experimental facilities in the machine Lab.
as well as in the eclectronics Lab. were pro-
vided to 3rd year studenis of Regiona] Engi-
ncering  College, Silchar for about 10 days.
Experimental as well as instructional facilities
were provided to fina]l year diploma student
(electical) of Royal Bhutan Polytechnic. Stan-
dard tests on 250 V grade P.V.C. cable manu-
factured by a local firm Mj.. P.B.C. cable Co.,
were perfromed to help getiing approval of
D.G.S.D. Routine tests and minor adjustment
and repair were done on three 3-phase energy
meters of Assam Govt. Construction Corporation,
Trouble shooting and subsequent repair of a
sophisticated electronic equipment of Build-
worth was carried out in the electronics Lab.

The meagre allocation of fund for equipment
etc. does not induce anybody to take up an
ambitious scheme for the improvement of the
laboratories. But we are in urgent need of
the following for the benefit of the students
and the members of staff :

a) Power System and control system labora-
torzes for U, G. course.

b) A fully equiped H.V. Lab. mn a proper
building to extend a]l possible test facilities to
S.E.B. and industries of the .N E. Region
to encourage research activities.



¢)(i) Introduction of P.G. Diploma course
in Instrumentation.
ii) Introduction of P.G. courses in Machines
and Power system, control system and
H. V. Engg.

See at Sl. No. 3.

Ex-students with higher qualifications/experience,
if thev
if y

P L  Te ]

unch Geputation

A ATT Sasee e
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itay GCOine iﬁf
a short period to join hands with the members
of the teaching staff.

Research activities will be enhenced. Quali-
fied staff members will be better udilized.
Problems from the field and industries could
be taken up as research preject. Industries and
other organisations shall be able to send their
personnels for higher studies and research
in the fields of their interest. More qualified
persons in charge of the R & D departments
of these organisations will help increase pro-
ductive activities, This will lead to mobilization
and better utilization of the resource of this
region.

Suggestions :

12

2.

B

Immediate improvement of staff position.
More fund allocation for equipment etc.

Deputation of field personnels for lectures on to-
pics of interest pertaining to the practical side
of related subjects taught.

5 T P S ~1 gl P P Ty
of Departmenta] Library— more

Encouraging local industries to have liason with
the institute.

. Research facilities (including work on practical

problems from industries). Fund should be allo-
cated to carry out certain projects in the depart-
ment. Research scholars should be appointed
or selected staff members may be asked to work
on such projects.

A glimpse on the First re-union of Ex-Students

On 25th January, 1966, college was 21l agog t.

....... -2 A PR =, A | . 1 11 =
receive inc guesis—exX-sludents oI this college. It

was a very happy re-union.

The exstudenis were

surprised and were great happy to be received by
newly admitted gir]l students. Many of the eyes

failed
function

to blink

was

but a ot of camera clicked. This
attended by about 80 ex-smudents

amidst a large number of hosts (students & staff)

and few othe

invitees.
A grand ‘fete’ was held in the college giound

and a huge gathering was there. A lot of games

and a lot of fun !!

Prof. N. Das Gupta, the then

Principal of this college, wrofe a drama in
Assamese. The college staff staged it so lively and
the audience was so much amused that even the

cow on the floor of the stage defecated in from of
the andience in great excitement.

only music, play and gossip.

It was a whole day and night programme with
Next morning, all the

guests and hosts stood in front of the college building
to errect the Republic Day flag and the function was

declared

closed after the national anthem.
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The Department of
Ciwil Engineering

Prof. §. D. Phukan

Prof. in-charge, civil
engg. Deptt.

The department of Civil Engineering at the
Assam Engineering College is as old as the college
itself because, the college started as a civil Enginecring
College. The present department of Civil Engineer-
ing accomodates the undergraduate class and a post
graduate class in Watershed Management and Flood
Control. Incidentally, it is the only P.G. course
in engineering granted by the government of India
in the engineering college in Assam.

The department has several laboratories which
includes the strength of Materials, Cement and
Concerete Testing, soil engineering, Public Health
Engineering  laboratory. In addttion, a direct
central assistance has been received to start an environ-
mental Research centre. Progress has already been
made in this regard. The Post-graduate branch
is contemplating a seperate Computer and Research
section and has been equipping the Hydrauic Eng-
neering and soil engineering laboratories with modern
equipments. In addition, the department wishes
to derive full benifit from a Ceniral Mini-computer

Centre to be established in our college this year.

Industries have been utilizing our Laboratories
since the time their inception. The  Gauhat
Refineries, B. R. P. L. Goverament construction
departments frequently use our laboratories fo get
various tests and analyses done. The civil-engineering
staff try their utmost to help anybody coming
through official channel to get their consultancy
work done. Unfortunately the matter of consultancy

service rendered by the staff has not yet been stream-
lined by way of approval of consultancy cells by the
Government of Assam, as suggested by the Govern-
ment of India. The formation would have helped
to  regulaties the financial involvements. The
absence of it is rendering the staff-laboratory system
immobile and is tending to warec their interest.
Individual effort however is not backing.

We have definite plan to modernise our labora-
tories. Before we discuss about improvements, I
must emphasize that we already have our laboratories
set in the standards of the best laboratories in the
country. This is being corroborated by many of the

Terts . s SE T B R R
visiting professor from the higher t

technical institu-
tions of the country. We have a micro-computer
system already installed. We plan to install an
electronic data acquisition System and start environ-
mental research immediately. The post-graduate
research work is mainly concentrating in the ream

of the Brahamputra and its enviromment.

The alumni of the College can help immensely
in the development of all the departments. Some
of them have already helped fabricating some equip-
ments in the college in iheir departmental or per-
sona] capacity. If informitions are fed back from the
field about their requirement of manpower with
quality standards, academie adaptation may be
possible. Field problems referred to the departments
from timeto time may help the staffl and student,
keeping abreast of the contemporary ficld problems.
The alumni may also help by offering instructional
service at the college as the college has been running
with acute shortage of stafl since its inception.

Post-graduate education, if started in any subject
helps all-round development by way of opening up
vacaacies for senior staff, developing laboratories
with modern equipments, careing out fundamental as
well as applied rtesearch in Engineering with
reference to the requirements of N. E. India. It
is a pity that we have only cne P.G. course at the

college. Most of the major subjects in the college
should, in fact have the faciliies of being tfaughtas

post-giaduate course for proper development of the
subject and the institutions.

I am glad to note that the civil Engineering
Department of the Assam Engineering College, was
headed from time to time by eminent persons who
occupy pride of places in our society. We had
Prof. N. Dasgupta, Dr. K. C. Asthana, Dr. S. K.
Baura, Dr. S.D. Gogoi heading the department at
different times. with  their well wishes and with
the support of the staff and alumini, it will not be
quite out of place toaspire sky-high development.



CHEMICAL, Egg. Deptt.

Dr. A. Sarma

Prof. in-charge chemical
Egg. Deptt.

The chemical Engineering discipline is the
youngest branch of engineering at Assam Engi-
ncering College Prof R. P. Patra, Assistant Professor

was the department in charge up to August 1977,

The laboratories of the department are

(1) Physical chemistry laboratory,
(2) Technical amalysis laboratory.
(3) Unit operations laboratory,
(4) Petroleum Ilaboratory, and

(5) Instrument laboratory.

The department is still at its temporary acco-
modation. The mnew main building, a part of
which is almost complete, i8 expected to be handed
over to the college soon. The consiruction of the
laboratory building at its new site has already been
started and it is expected that the construction will
be completed by the end of 1981. The equipments
alieady acquired would enable the department to
establish well equipped laboratories in the new
premises. Every year some new sophistcated
equipments are aCquired for the laboratories. The
present value of the equipments in the laboratories
will be around 15 lakhs of Rupees.

Some of the equipments available in the diffe-
rent laboratories were utilised by some exstudents
employed in the industries of the region in the
evaluation of properties of their process maierials
some enterpreneurs, who graduated from this college,
utilised the laboratory facilities and guidance from
stuff members of the department in their process

P e P 3 Ity o
development studies. In addition, whenever some

alumnies approacehed this department for solving
their industrial problems they were given proper
technical guidance.

In near future this department wants to im-
prove the existing petroleum laboratory and develop
it into a full fledged petroleum laboratory for
taking up research activities in the ficld of petroleum
processing. Because of large sclae exploration and
exploitation of petroleum and natural gas resources
and with the setting up of refineries and petrochemi-
cal complexes in the region there is an immediate
necessiaty to start post graduate studies and research
in the following fields—

{1, Petroleum refining engineering,

(2) Petro chemicals Technology,

(3) Fibre science and Technology,

(4) Chemical engineering plant design and fabri-

The post graduate studies in chemical engi-
neering plant design and fabrication will help in
producing specialists in the design and fabrication of
chemical plants and equipment with ability to take
up research and development activities in industries.
This will help in achieving proper growth of indus-
trialisation utilising the natural resources available
in the region.

The alumni can always provide the feed back
information to the institution which is very essential
for the improvement and healthy growth of technical
education in the region.

Library

Sri D. N. Sarma.
Librarian.

During the year 1955—56, no such facilities in
the form of a library were available while it was at
Chandmari since 1956, small grants were available
and utilised to purchase books only. Text books in
degree level were to be collected from Calcutta,
Delhi etc since they are not available in Aassm, At
this stage there were only 200 books and no journal
at all, Synopsises suplied by the subject teachers served
the purpose. Books and periodicals began to swell
in numbers in its new home at Jalukbari when it
was shifted in June 1957.

At present this library is a full fledged one.

omr grata honle fanen rasioae satjecac There are

Librury gels DOOKS IT0Tl VAaTious Sourcos.
about 17000 volumes of books (General section
10,000; General Book Bank started from 1973—74,
3000; U.G.C. sponsored Book Bank started from
1976—77, 600; S.C./S.T. Book Bank started from
1978—79, 3000) and 55 numbers of journals, both
foreign and local combined. Staff position is in-
creased from one librarian ( not properly qualified )
and on bearer in the innitial stage to one qualified
Librarian, one Asstt Librarian, one Library Asstt
with two library bearers.

A aTI Gl
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A Word From The Editor :

- The editor owes a word to everybody—

This Institution has just crossed the threshold
of a Silver Jubilee Year with a gorgious record to

its credit. We owe enough to this Institution, but
it will nat he nossible for us 1o venav in onur life
A‘; TYAldL ALUL Wy U gCOA ML AV e (88 ib})a" 111 vt 1110
time.

It is natural that we pause back to the past
ycars. All our brilliant engineers (ex-students) and
teachers of merit from every corner of India (even
from far off Kashmir -to Kerala) are getting an
opportunity to get together here. It is a very great
and happy occasion. Such occasions will be able to
provide the best medium for the old students to be
in touch with their class-mater and contemporaries
and there by be the cause for the development of a
large family of engineers bound by the common
bond of affection and allegiance 1o the Alma Mater.
This souvenir is a keepsake for this purpose. The
souvenir committee expresses regret for being unable
to reach many mote ex-students whose coniributions
in the form of articles etc. would have doubly en-
henced the quality of this volume in every respect.

A souvenir should be able to provide a glimpse
into the past history of the college. But present
should not be neglected. In these days, this part of
India is passing through a crisis and uncertainity; the
problem of the foreign nationals remains still un-
solved and still people continue to be economically
poor inspite of the plentiful bounties of nature.

We acknowledge with pleasure the receipt of the
messages of Dlessing from great personmnei. Iam also
greatly indebted to the contributors for their memo-

wtnn mand awmtlalan  smariarad Avatnasht At aoar Yerareol
LI Aallul al LLLIGY, Pu;yau.u UVLAILRRALL fl s ALAJLALS L,

The memories (narrations from the past) from persons
(ex-students, ex-stafl and persons associated with the
college in past) weie based on some questions which
they are requested to touch upon. For the purpose
of printing in order, modifications were necessary in
the arrangement of the answers; however, the essence
of their answers was carefully retained.
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The co-operation of the industries and other
organisations, in bringing out this souvenir, is pral-
scworthy. We arc highly indebted for their contri-

Lioi2 e Liwy anrnas of alooiel adveriicameant
[SIFANLEISY IJ}' chi,)r Al LTI 1IIUSL AL VLA LAOLALILAL L,

The contents, get-up and high quality printing
will speak volume of the quality and standard of a
souvenir. In this regards, this volume will be an
eloquent testimony of the souvenir commitiee’s
attempts with their limilations of time and resources.
I must thank our students—Sri Mridul Bhaita,
Chandan Baruah, & specially Sri Prabir Das and
Sri Anjan Sarma for their untiring efforts inside the
Press and outside and our staff Sri Prodeep Goswami,
Dr. Gobinda Sarma, Sri N. Kalita and Sri D. Das
for their interest. We are very much thankful to
Messers Sree Guru Press, specially Szi R. N. Dutta
Borooah, for the interest shown in printing this
volume in a record time of 4 days. My sincere
‘hanks with deep sence of appreciation goes to our
Students—Mr. Bharat Kaman for drawing and desig-
ning the cover page. and Abunesar N. Mohammad
for compilation of the photographic materials with
utmost care, many- of which were taken at very short
notice.

The publication of this souvenir is possible
because of prompt and positive respense from ex-
students towards holding this meet. We acknowledge
the receipt of donations from ' the individual ex-
aecians, and others.

It is highly acknowledged that Prof. A. K.
Padmapati has done the spade work and many staff

Prof. D, Goswami, Prof S. D. Phukan &
Dr.N. K. Choudhury are few to mention, helped with
encouragement and suggestions. I also take the
opportunity to thank all the members of the orga-
nising committee and sub-commitiees of the Re-
union, ali of whom have helped sometime or other,
directly or indirectly in making this souvenir issue
a reality.

et xralaiad
VAl

memhers
memapers

Pt:oﬁ Umakanta Sarma
Ex-student
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. Antara Baiuah
. 8. Goswami

. J. Borman

. K. Deka

. P.K. Gogoi

. I. Phukan

. D. Baruah

. A. Bora

. P. Choudhury
. R.N. De¢ka

. B. P. Sarma
ASSTE: Neog

. A. Baruah

53‘_}. Saiful Hussein

. Nripen Bora
. Umakanta Sarma

(75)

25/~
40/-
40/-
50/-
25/-
30/-
50/-
50/-
50;-
25;-
25/-
51/-
50/~
31;-
100/~
25/-
25/-
25/~
925/-
25/~
25,-
25,
25/~
25/-
25/-
25/~
25/-

. 25/-
101/~
101, -
101,-
51/-
51/-
50/-
25/-

** Upto 5/3/81
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With best compliments from :

AR B
CIAM enterPRISE
G. N. Bordoloi Road

Gauhati-781003

Govt, Order Suppliers, Contractors, Commi-
ssion Agents, Manufacturers Representative,
Transporter etc.
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With best compliments from:

4

ﬂ abask aerlgA.o
ndjesik It

Tailors & Drapers

(Near Shillong Motor Office)
For--Jiyajee suiting & shirting

Paltan Bazar Gauhati--781008

R 2 o g B B S O P S P

With best wishes from :

Tailors & Drapers

Paltan Bazar : Gauhati

L o o & ¥ W S L g b o O P LU A

With best compliments from :

bz =k o VAR

aina 1upe vvells
Deep  Tube Well Drillers &
Engineers

Chander Nagar,
Lucknow 226005

D. C. B. College Road
Tarazan, Jorhat-785001
Block ‘N’ 571

New Alipore Calcutta - 53

(Assam )

Phone-45-1865

Xxiii



With Best Compliments from:

(.M. Ho & Lo

MAKUM JUNCTION P. O.

786170 - PIN. ASSAM.
Gram : VIBRO Phone : Makum 26

Manufacturers of :

Vibro Slow Speed Fibre Extractor (PAT. No. 144426)

HOBRO Complete Sorting System (PAT. No. 144427}

HOCITRIL Distillation Plant (PAT. No. (143319)

XX1V



With Best Compliments from :

Assain bl [ompany Limiled

(A Government of Assam Undertaking )

DULIAJAN

Dist.—Dibrugarh (Assam)
Phone—28, 38
Gram—FUELGAS

Distributor of Natural Gas in Assam

XXV
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As the National Agency for Qil exploration and deve-
lopment ONGC is committed to national growth through
self sufficiency in oil. A commitment it is increasingly ful-
filling. ONGC pumping out oil for prosperity.

In brief span of 22 years ONGC has emerged as a
mature, technologically self sufficient organisation spear-
heading the national quest for self sufficiency in oil.

Presently, ONGC operates 9 geological, 2 shallow dril-
ling, 4 gravity-magnetic and 24 seismic parties on land;

32 drilling rigs on shore and 5 rigs offshore.

Starting with the production of 100 tonnes of crude oil
in 1961, ONGC produced nearly 9.51 million tonnes of
of crude oil and 1657.7 million cubic metres of gas in
1679-80. Production target for 1980-81 is 11.9 million tonnes

ccrude oil 1250 million cubic metres of gas.

Production will go up in the years to come as the exis-
ting offshore and onshore oilfields are further explored and
developed.

Over 26,500 employees of ONGC belonging to various
disciplines, are today actively engaged in ceaseless search
for oil.

OIL FLOWS-THE NATION GROWS

Oil & Natural Gas Co

Eastern Region, Nazira.
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THE INDIA CARBON STORY

HAS ALWAYS BEEN A TRADITION IN SERVICE

A TRADITION THAT HAS BEEN
BUILT ON A PHILOSOPHY WHICH
IS IN TUNE WITH THE ASPIRA-
TIONS OF OUR PEOPLE AND OUR
CORPORATE OBJECTIVES

IDIA CARBO

NOONMATI::GAUHATI-20

INDIA CARBON LIMITED

XXVviii
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THE INDIA CARBON STORY

HAS ALWAYS BEEN A TRADITION IN SERVICE

A TRADITION THAT HAS BEEN
BUILT ON A PHILOSOPHY WHICH
IS IN TUNE WITH THE ASPIRA-
TIONS OF OUR PEOPLE AND OUR
CORPORATE OBJECTIVES

RBON LIMITED

INDIA CA

NOONMATI::GAUHATI-20
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With best compliments jfrom 3

M/S STEEL CORPORATION
OF HSSAM '

Office-- Works-
S.R.C.B.Rd G.S.Rd.
Gauhati-1 Gauhati-5

Phone-24823 Phone-87949

05O PHPePeeSeTOeeTsTs

With best compliments from :

Automobile Parts and General
Order Suppliers.

TOKOBARI Rd.
Gauhati-1

Phone-25580

mm"mmwmoom“m-ﬁ-s (T g g B g W B U B W | o B B T o

With best compliments from :

LACHIT TRADERS

Govt. Contractor & General Suppliers

G. S. Rd.

Ulubari Gauhati
Regd. No. 215 of 72-73

PP PO TT

With best compliments from :

S.R. C. B. Rd.
Fancy Bazar
Gauhati-781001

Phone office-25371
Res-26071

AFT Regd. No. 159 B
CST Regd. No. 242 B



WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM :

Best wishes for the Reunjon of Ex-students of Assam
Ergineering College

BE ~ R Y o WY o

M'S detht ¢ dons

GOVT REGD CONTRACTOR & SUPPLIERS
TEZPUR




With best compliments froms—

KESHAR MOTOR PARTS

DRIVATE LIMITED

Regd. office s P-23/24 Radha Bazar
Street, Calcutta-700001

BRANCHES :
Air Assam Building, Athgaon,
Gaubati-1 (Phone-28154)

Station Road, Dibrugarh
(Phone-262)

SOLE DISTRIBUTORS OF ‘WAXPOL’
PRODUCTS FOR N. E. REGION

N A - P B e O g B ol o b b ol ol o ob o

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM:

SAHARA] TEA COMPANY

PANCH-ALI. DIBRUGARH.

W O o g o o b e e e e e ‘ R o o o o o g g W o S0 S b b v e

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM :

JALAN NAGAR, DIBRUGARH

Phone : 559

© FOR BEST ASSAM GARDEN FRESH TEA ©

AN R S P P S S P P B b o ok g

With Best Compliments From :—

M/S Nandalal Parshuram

Bishmile, P.0O. CHABUA (Assam)

Proprietors s—
Mankhowa T.E.
Sookerating T. E.
Rajghar T. E.

Rishanlal Radhemohan

Bishmile, P. O. CHABUA (Assam)

Proprietors s—
Gangabari T. E.
Pipratoly T, E,



With best compliments from :

KIRON AUTOMOBILES

- ( Automobile Engineers)

G. N. BORDOLOI ROAD SILPUKHURI

Gauhati-3

Phone Office - 26204
Resi. -24194

D ol g ¥ ¥ B gl ob ob b g o gl g oW N T S JWr U i S0 S i b b g

With best compliments from

Kisholay Paul

Electrical Engineering Govt Contractor

o

(o3
Electrical goods sales and Supplier.

Tarapur, Kalibari Rd

SILCHAR

b & & o o o o o & o o o ot o o o o 4 o "'"m'-" L & o o o o o o o g

With best compliments from

Naba Rumar Bora

C/o BORA SERVICE STN

Ulubari Gauhati

Govt Regd. Contractor & General
order Supplier.

= S G g gV g | | | o o g B g W o

With best compliments from

Ganapati ROy &, com

Regd. Govt Contractor and PWD
(R & B) order Supplir.

Silchar Road

Karimganj Bazar 788711



PETROLITE
PRODUCTS
PETROLITE-M

A thermoseting all purpose moulding compound
Containing imported chemical and suitable
imported fillers, an extremely versatile raw
material for plastic industry and conforms to

QR R S AR i yi®
iSi & international spacification.

A liquid thermoseting urea formaldehde resin,
A strong adhesive that finds wide application in
decorative and commercial plywood industry.

We are also manufacture
METHANOL AN FORMALINE

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM :

ASSAM PETROCHEMICALS LIMITED

NAMRUP, P.O. PARBATPUR—786 623
(Assam)

e a2 o o o o 4 o o o o o s o o o e s a o o o oF g gF U b VP P PP N

Assam Small Industries Development Corporation Ltd., offer
f' llowing incentives for promoting SSI Units.
1. Consultancy Services to identify viable industries
2. Inplant & other training facilities to acquire skill and
professional competence.
Infrastructure facilities like land/shed to start with.
Machinery on Hire Purchase to produce articles,
Raw materials to run the factory
Marketing assistance to sale their products
Financial Assistance like seed money, equity
participation to avail Bank Finance.
We also run the following industrieS of our own
| Match Splint Factory at Bijni
2 Assam Ayurvedic Products at Gauhati
3 Plastic Unit at Gauhati
4 Assam Cane Mill at Tinsukia

Assam Sma“ In«luslrias “ev. [orpn, ll(l.

(A Govt of Assam Undertaking)
Bamunimaidan, Gauhati-21

3
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Scientific Agriculture is the Prime need of the hour to increase the Food Produc-
tion Multifold.

Irrigation is the most important input for Scientific Agriculture.

Assam had created a potential of 3.88 lakh hects. up to the end af 1979-80 and

the utilisation was 1.98 lakh hects.

At present two major and thirteen medium irrigation project are under execution
and many more are on the anvil to be taken up during the sixth plan the pro-
posed additional potential is 1.412 lakh hects. Also a crash shallow tube well

Iy .
programme for sinking 33,500 shallow tube well has been proposed during sixth

pr
plon for utilisation of ground water in the flocd prone areas.

On hard with irrigation development and onward with greater and greater food

production and green revolution.

(INSENTED BY THE IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT IN
THE SERVICE OF THE PEOPLE)

WISHING EVERY SUCCESS OF THE SILVER JUBILEE REUNION
OF THE °‘AECIANS’

ASSAM (ONDUCTORS & HIBES LD,

'I: ACC A AL 1IN
‘ f‘f“\\}‘l‘ f"\ ASSAM Ut

BA\!U\I\IAIDAN G ‘I'IATI—21
ASSAM

Manufacturers of :-
All Types of —
1. All Aluminium Conductors (A.A.C.).

2. Aluminium Conductors Steel
Reinforced (A.C.S.R.)

required of power transmission projects.

J"““'mmm“"“m“"

Cram : ACTCABIES Tel : 25555/27155

XV



For -your ‘reguirement of irrigation & agricultural

machineries, equipments, accessories we are there

AGROPLEX

Dr B. Baruah Road
Gauhati - 781007

Regd ClassI Govt Contractor
Phone - 27426

Distributors for

“Bharat” Diesel pump & dealers of large range

of irrigation materials, pipes fittings.

Ao bbb bbb dede e e de e derd oo de e e e de bbb dedbeded b b dededed e de e bbb e bbb b de b e b bbb

-With Best Compliments from-

i AP SO Sy T ETBOBGEN TR o Sy | A I |
Lrans Power Pot. Lid.

RAJGARH, GAUHATI

Manufacturer of extra high
voltage transmission towers
& Substation structures

Assam’s Tower
Nations Power



With best compliments from

Vo O P —
f v
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< v
(GOVT. APPROVED BRAND)
A Quality Strainer
for

HAND-PUMPS &
SHALLOW TUBE-WELLS

*

Manufactured by : Gram : FILTER

Assam Strainer Mfg. Company Hona 20 etk

28075 Office
Office : SANTIPUR, GAUHATI-781009
Works : 5. C. ROAD, ATHGAON, GAUHATI-781001



WITH BEST WISHES FROM :

DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL SERVICES

G. N. BORDOLOI ROAD,
Gauhati - 781003

WE UNDERTAKRE :

1. Pre-construction anti-termite treatment.

2+  Post-construction anti-termite treatment
je. extermination of white ants from
existing buildings.

WE ARE HOLDING COMMERCIAL
PEST CONTROL LICENCE

BRANCHES :

1. “ELORA”
Subachini Rd. Tinsukia

2. BEHIND H.F.C. PLAY GROUND
Namrup.

3. OPP H. P. C. MAIN GATE
Jagiroad

4., AMOLAPATTY
Nowgong

‘i tiiddbbbdbit bbb bb bbb bbb bbb b bbb

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM :

UDYOGNAGAR
TINSUKIA - 786146.

(Manufacturers & Engineers)

Phone : 594

Gram : ASSAMETALS |
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WITH BEST WISHES FROM :

TODI MOTOR STORES

POST BOX NO.-2 DIBRUGARH.

Gram : AUTOSTORE
Phone : 246.

Importers, Authorised Distributors, Dealers
& Govt. Approved Suppliers of Motor
Paris & Accessories.

B0 o o o ok o o o o e e e

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM :

E PUNJAB BATTERY
(HARGING HOUSE

Tinsukia-786125,
Assam.

Manufaciurers of ROSE Batteries.

* DEPEND ON ROSE BATTERIES. *
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Contact

Eastern Diesel Sales and Service

3rd Floor, Meera Court, Steamerghat Rd.
Post Box No. 49, SILCHAR-788001
Cachar : Assam

Gram : EDEESS Phone : 1143

FOR
Speedy Delivery of Cummins Engines, Genuine Spare Parts and
Prompt Service Support.

: Authorised Dealers of :

M/s Cummins Diesel Sales & Service (I) Ltd.

For
MANIPUR, MIZORAM, TRIPURA AND DIST CACHAR IN ASSAM.

ST SO OSTSTOESEISEIIEDID DD D DD



WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM :

Casting of Gun-Metal, Brass, Alu-
minium, Cast Iron and  other
repaimg  jobs  etc.

Office & Factory :
Gandhi Park Road
TiNsukiA - 786125.
ASSAM,
Phone : 374.

bbb dt bbb b b bbb b db bbb db b bbb g bd

With best wishes from :

Shibbari Rd, Karimgunj, Cachar
(Assam)

Govt. Electical Contractor
No. 200

Be OBl P bbb B e R e PR R R R R Rl e R R e B R

With best compliments from :

M/s K. Chakrabarty & Co.

Govt. Regd. Contractor

PWD (R&B) & F-C.
&

Govt. Electrical Contratctor
&

SUPERVISER

Kalibari Rd Karimganj

*im'i-mm&"i'ﬂi-b+ﬂ+++ﬂ+'i'i“l-'i'ﬂ'i"i"i"i"i-l-
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With Best Compliments From-

Sibson Ste_els_
Kiron industries

Industrial Estate, Bamunimaidan,
Gauhati-21

Phone : 25409 Gram 3 Kironind
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WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FORM

Banamali Tea Estate

P.O. Bonomali ; T. 0. SUFFRY (Assam)
Rly. Stn. : SAFRAI (N. F. RLY)

Head Office | Post BoxNo .
Address i JGARH (Assam)

Telephone : 801
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With best compliments from :—

Assam Industrial Development Corporation Ltd.
( A Govt. of Assam Undertaking )

Zoo Road : : Gauhati-781024

Phone-87731/32/87199,
Tele-GH-210,
Gram-UDYOG
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WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM :—

UNITED STEEL CORPORATION

Iron & Steel, Hardware merchanis &

General order suppliers

Regd dealer of the Tata Iron & Steel Co. Ltd.

Head office : Branch
9/2C, Khelat Ghose Lane M.S. Road
Calcutta-6 (Near Sikaria Blg)

Gauhati-1



WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM

STEELS WORTH LIMITED

TINSUKIA (ASSAM)



WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM :

Gram  : AGCON
Phone : 28231
26963
ASSAM GOVERNMENT CONSTRUCTION
CORPORATION LIMITED

(A state Government undertaking)

Regd. Office :
RUPNAGAR : GAUHATI -781005
ASSAM  ESTD. 1964.

The only firm of Engineers and Coniractors
in the entire North Eastern Region, Under-
takmg all types of construction works.

“WE AIM TO SERVE”

0 P L o

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM :

MA!‘! MI'A'II‘!I\ PRAKAS!!

Publjhers & Book Sellers

Panbazar
Gauhati-781001.
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With Best Compliments From !

RITSUBISHI POWER TILLER

o TILLS DRY LANDS

o PUDDLES WET LANDS
o PLOUGHS

o HAULS ONE TON

o SPRAYS

o PUMPS WATER

o INTERCULTIVATES

o RENOVATES PASTURE

ONE MITSUBISHI POWER TILLER
REPLACES 6 PAIRS OF BULLOCKS
IN WORK-AND COSTS JUST HALF
AS MUCH AS ONE TO MAINTAIN.
The only dealer in North East Reasion.

“ASSAM AGRO INDUSTRIES DEVELOP-
MENT CORPORATION LTD.

H. 0. -ULUBARI : GAUHATI -781007
Branches-Sub-Branch, in the District &
Sub-Division Towns in Assam.

L e A o o o o o o o o o o g o o o ¥ o g

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM :

“AHNF A GRANULATED MIXED
FERTILIZER

i HUST ror moDERN AGRICUL-

TITRICTC AN PT ANTE

A WARELF R L LRINAES R EISRIN

FOR REAPING

<
A=

A GOOD

OUR BEST COMPLIMENTS TO—
ASSAM ENGINEERING COLLEGE
RE-UNION COMMITTEE-1980.

FERTIGHEM LIMITFD

NARANGI-
GUHATI - 781020.



Q&Es[ning the OQeunion a C‘Sucoess
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Shri B. $. P. Verma

Gowt Regd ContractOr & Suppliers
MANGALDOI



With best compliments from :

h‘:-‘*-‘ llll‘ h.ﬂ-l.‘_‘
Kdjastdll AULU Dedicl)
Dealers in—-Automobile  spares,
General stores, Machinery parts
& hardware.

Sikaria Building. A. T. Rd Gauhati
Phone--26189
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With best compliments form:

M /¢ Cauhati Ducinace Cundirato
M/ ) QUUHULI PU)IHT)) JJUUILULL
Dr. J. C. DAS Rd.

Panbazar Gauhati-781001

(Contractor, General order  Suppliers,

Commission Agent, stockist and Dealers)
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With best Wishes from :

NORTH EASTERN AGRICULTURAL
ENGINEERING WORKS

A. T. Rd
Gauhati.

|
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With best Wishes from :

Sarawqi & sons

Contractor, Order Supplier &
General Merchants

PANBAZAR
Gauhati - 781001

Phone - 24710
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WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM :
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Fnainaarinn Callenea he a dedication hv
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the alumni for the cause of enginesring.



WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM :

BAJA] ENGINEERING (O,

Kumarpara Road
Near Rly. Gate No.-6.
Gahubaii - 781009,

Phone No. 25822, 27680.

Stockist jfor :
‘EVEREST’ ASBESTOS
ORIND BRAND SANITARY WARES, SHI.
C.I. CISTERN, SANIFIX BRAND G.I. CISTERN,
GLAZED CERAMIG TILES, SPLC
BRAND ISI-MARKED C.I. PIPES

CEMENT PRODUCTS,

BRAND,

BPT WHITE
AND FITTINGS,

A. C. C. BRAND WHITE CEMENT, MARELE
CHIPS, DUST, CAST IRON SOIL PIPES AND
PIPE-FITTINGS AND OTHER HARDWARE
MATERIALS.

AP S A S L L L g e a2 O g

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM :

EVE'S WORLD offers you specialised

SKIN CARE : Pimple, Acne, White-head
Blackhead, Wrinkle and any other
facial treatment-

ATR

CARE :
Perming,
Hasw

Ailcii

Hair

stvling, Hair-cut,
& (= 2l

Straightening,  Dandruff,
Falline Haiw sl Homa o

1aniiig, 13A1T d'}r'-.pnﬁ, ehNa=

treatment, Hair oil massage.

OTHERS : Manicure, Pedicure, Waxing,
Threading, Bleaching, Yogic Treatment
for Slimming, Gastric and other

female ailments.
Also Bridal Make-up and Plain Make-up.
EVE’'S WORLD, (Beauty Clinic)

M. C. ROAD, GAUHATI -781003.
(PHONE NO. - 24283).

wmommn%‘oc Lol & o & oV & o g

WITH BEST WISHES FROM :

KHELA GHAR

Dealers of High Class Sports Goods

STOCKISTS :

LAND MASTER PRODUCTS &
SYMOND DISTRIBUTORS PVT.
LTD. & MATCHLESS & NANCO
TENNIS BALLS

KAMARPATTY ROAD
GAUHATI - 781001
ASSAM

L g P U S L B o g
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With best compliments from :

Family §hopping Lentee

KAMARPATTY

GAUHATI-781001

Tele-Phone -28115.



WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM :

g(u!umc!clin #Lmecj

Govt. Regd. Contractor & Supplier
MANGALDOI

With best Wishes from :

Govt. Regd. Contractor & Supplier
BYAKHPARA, SIPAJAR

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM :

Abdul hamid

Govt Regd, Contractor & Supplier
Kanai Chuba, Mangaldoi

WITH BEST WISHES FROM :

Shri Prabin Deka

Govt. Regd. Contractor & Supplier
Mangaldoi



WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM ;

Butta’s Lonstruction

Engineers, Contractors & Ground water
Explorer :

AT Road, Tokoubari, Gauhati.l
phone : 26294
Class-I Govt. Regd. Firm Established By an Ex Aecian
SRI §.C. DUTTA B.S.c, BE (CIVIL)
who Takes This Opportunity
TO WISH
The Reunion of Ex-students

A GRAND SUCCESS

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM : With Best Compliments from :

Bl Bbde 1L

Ral, li
Govt. Regd. Contractor & order Supplier anman A 1 :
& also Stone Quarry Owner Govt. Regd. Contractor & Supplier
MANGALDOI Khonajan, Mongaldoi
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Oith Bast Compliments Jrom

WE NEED VERY LITTLE. ...

Assam, as at present, generates 141 MW of power against an
estimated Ioad demand of 366 MW. We are, however, on the job to
double the present generation capacity by 1980-831 and quadruple it
by 1984.85.

With the commissioning of the first unit (60MW) of the Bon-
gaigaon Thermal Power Station, the Lakwa Thermal Power Station
(45 MW) and the Mobile Gas Turbine sets (9 MW), our generation
capacity will rise to 255 M.W,

We have plentiful natural resources for power generation—
an estimated 450 million tonmes of. coal, capable of gemerating
250 MW continuous for a period of over 200 years. We can also put
to use the 60 million CFT of natural gas, now being flared daily in
the Upper Assam oil-fields, to generate an estimated 200 MW tnll gas
lasts.

And Assam, along with her sister States known as the North
Eastern Region, can generate 12,500 MW of cheaper hydel power if
the river water, now wasted, is tapped. :

Thus, then, we hold the key—the key to progress. We have
the raw materials, the man power and technical know-how. WE
ONLY NEED THE FINANCIAL RESOURCES AND THE® GREEN
SIGNAL.

Assam State Eleclnclly Board
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Issued by the Iriformation & Public Relations Officer. ASEB
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